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DIALOGUE L 

Concerning the Chriflian Revelation* 

Sceptkk. Tk Jf Y old Friend ! I am glad \6 
|\/1 fee you : You are the Man I 
. -L ▼ JL defired to meet. 

Deift. Sir, I am your humble 
Servant. 9 Tis a long while fince we faw one an- 
other before ; and therefore I am the better plea- 
fed with my good Fortune now. 

Seep. So long, that tho* you have Civility enough 
to know me again, I am fomewhac doubtful whe- 
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4 The Principles of Deism 

ther I may pretend to the Tame Friendfliip that 
was once between us. 

Deifl. You are true to your old Humour iHll I 
perceive, and are as very aSceptick as ever \ But if 
you could be afiur'd of any thing, I would beg of 
you to look upon this one thing as certain, that I 
always prcferve the fame Regard for my Friends, 
tho* I have not always the fame Opportunities of 
fliewing it. 

Seep. You and I were very well acquainted for- 
merly : We have convers'd freely together in our 
time i and in thofe Days, when you was as much 
a Sceptick as I, our Agreement in believing nothing 
made us as faft Friends, as if we had iign'd the 
fame Articles of Faith : But you have been a great 
Traveller (I am told) fince I faw you, and have 
fixt your Opinions ; and I could not tell what Al- 
teration a Variety of Climates, and a different way 
of thinking, might have made in you. 

Deift'. As to Travelling, I don't know what you 
mean; but, by the Strength of my own Reafon, I 
have made a fliift to clear up many Points to my 
felf, which I could never be certain of before. 

Seep. It is for this Reafon that I am very defi- 
raus of renewing my Acquaintance with you, in 
hopes you may deliver me from the Uneafinefs of 
doubting of every thing ; which, I muft own, be- 
gins to grow very troublefome : For I am often- 
times fo di it raiied with contrary Arguments, and 
amns'd with various Colours and Refemblances ; 
thete are fo many different Probabilities tugging 
my Mind feveral ways at once, that I find it not 
only difficult, but painful to fufpend, and keep the 
Balance even ; and fometimes I am difpos'd to let 
go my hold, upon the next fhock of Reafon that 
comes againft me ; and then again I am afraid of 
being convinced, left when one Point is granted, 
tome other more ungrateful Truths flioul'd force 
their 



their way after it. This, Sir, is rhe unhappy Si- 
tuation of my Soul ; and you are the Man that 
muft eafe me, who have, it feems, found the way 
of curing yourfelf. It is from you that 1 expert 
the Pleafure of believing and being fix'd in flich 
Opinions as will give me no trouble to keep. 

Deift. I am obliged to you for entertaining fucli 
favourable Thoughts of me, but (till I don't un- 
derftand what you mean by my being a great Tra- 
veller. When I was a young Man 1 went ir.to 
France and Italy, and made fome Stay at Rome ; 
but (ince we were together laft, I have never been 
out of England. 

Seep. No Sir ! Why, I thought you had been all 
the World over i that you had travelled far and 
near, not only by Land and Sea, but by Air and 
JEtber ; that you had vifited all the planetary Sy- 
ftems, (hot the Gulph, and paft through ail rhc 
Caverns of the Earth, down to the Central Fire; 
and, in fhorr, that you had ranfack'd every Nook 
and Corner of the Uiiiverfe. 

Deift. You aftonifh me ! I am at a lofs to know 
what you intend by all this, and muft wait till you 
are pleas'd to inform me. 

Seep. To deal freely with you then ; when you 
and I communicated our Thoughts laft, it feem'd 
a doubtful thing to us both, whether there was a 
God, or no. And now I hear you are fully fatis- 
fied that there is none j which I thought 'twas im- 
polfiblc for you to be fure of, except you had 
taken the whole Tour of Nature, and had made 
a very diligent and careful Search too wherever 
you came. 

Deift. Whoever has given you my Character of 

late has deceiv'd you very much in his Accounts 

of me ; for I am fo far from believing that there is no 

God, that I am amaz'd to think how any Man can 

doubt 
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doubt of his Being. Every thing we meet with 
beats witnefs of him i All the Creatures have the 
Marks and Impreffions of their Author upon them ; 
and there is not a Stone, a Plant, ot an Infeft, but 
will lead you up to the Fonntain of all Being and 
Life : So that a Man mould not ttavel through the 
World, but rather get quite out ot it into fome 
vaft empty Space, far from all manner of Objects, 
if he would divelt himfelf of the Notion of a Dei- 
ty ; and even there he could not deny the Exift- 
ence of a God, without forgetting his own. 

Seep. How's this ! What, pofitive on the other 
fide! This is the mod wonderful Change I ever 
heard of. From doubting of a God to denying 
him is an eafy Step ; but for a Sceptick to turn Bi- 
got is very unnatural, and out of all Obfervaiion. 
For my part I am juft where you' left me ftill ; I 
neither atfent nor deny. There are, I confefs, ma- 
ny things which might induce a Man to imagine 
that there was fome firit Being which gave Birth to 
all other Beings. And 'tis hard to give an Ac- 
count how the World mould be as it is, except 
there had been fome Wifdom and Contrivance em- 
ploy 'd in the Difpofition of it. But then again, 
there are feveral Appearances which I can't re- 
concile to the common Notions Men have of God ; 
and therefore I cannot fpeak with that Aflurance 
of thefe Matters which you do : However, I will 
not enter upon this Difpute with you at prefent, 
becaufe I find you fo determined yourfelf, and fo 
fecured by Numbers of your tide ; but I will beg 
to be informed what other Principles you have got 
which you embrace with the fame Confidence ; be- 
caufe it looks probable enough to me, that if there 
be any fuch thing as Certainty to be had in one 
Point, there is as much Reafon to expect it in ci- 
thers. 

Dcifl. 



fet in a true Light. J 

Deifi. I am not aflbamed of my Principles or 
Opinions of any kind ; but what Tort of Princi- 
ples are thpy which yog defire to know ? Such a? 

concern Religion, or 

Seep. O, by all means, your religious Principles, 
as you call them: For if one thing be more ne- 
ceffary to be known than another, it muft be Re- 
ligion : And if I could come to a Certainty in that 
matter, I fhould very eafily bring my felf to Rea- 
fon about every thing elfe, as the reft of the World 
does. 

Veifl. So far you argue very juftly ; and I hope, 
before our Contferfation ends, to give you fuch a 
rational Account of Religion, as you will not be 
afraid to receive. 

Seep. There you fay fomewhat : For, between 
out felves, I am free to acknowledge, that all my 
Scruples and Diftrufts concerning a God did 
really preceed from a terrible Train of Confe- 
quences, which I forefaw would croud in upon 
me, if I once granted this Point; fuch as would 
lay great Reftraints upon me, damp all my Plea- 
fures, and put me under a Neceffity of altering the 
whole Courfe of my Life ; which might pr6ve a 
very troublefome Bufinefs to do. 

Deifi. I can't tell what ftrange Apprehenfions 
you may have of God, which make you unwilling 
to own him : But I take him to be an eafy, merci- 
ful Being, that loves his Creatures, and requires 
no other Service from them than what is agreea- 
ble to their Nature and Inclinations. 

Seep. That's very kind indeed, if it be as you 
fay : But, fo far as I am a Judge of this matter, 
there are a great many things in Religion that won't 
at all agree with my Conftitution ; nor with yours 
neither, unlefs you are mightily 9hang'd from what 
you was : And I don't hear but as to the moral 

Part 
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Pare of your Character, you are the fame Man 
both Believer and Infidel. 

Deift. Pray whence have you thefe terrible No- 
tions of Religion ? I hope you don't give heed to 
Priefti and Fanaticks, who take a malicious Plea- 
sure in tying up their Brethren to hard Meat, while 
they let loofe their own Appetites to every thing 
that they like : and claim it as their peculiar Pri- 
vilege, to indulge rhemfelves. 

Seep. No Sir; I don't regard what this or that 
particular Retailer of Religious Doctrines is pleas'd 
to deliver; nor what is fumm'd up together as the 
Faith of this ort hat Party -. But in thofe very Books, 
which all the feveral Sects of Religionifti in this part 
of the World acknowledge and fubmit to as of un- 
deniable Authority, there it is that I hud a great 
many things, which, with the iofteft Interpreta- 
tion 1 can put upon them, will never be brought 
to fuit with my Inclinations and ways of living. 
I can't tell what ftrange Art the Jejuni hare got 
of making up pretty convenient Sets of Morals, 
fit for every Man's tife, and ad jutted to the Size 
of every Man's Confcicnce ; but were I to ftudy 
the Scriptures never fo long, I fhould hardly be 
able, by all the bending and plying I could ufe, to 
make them ferve all my purpofes. 

Deift. What do you believe the Scripturei then ? 

Step. No: But I take it for granted, you do. 

Deift. What reafon have I given you to fufpeft 
me of fo much Credulity? Becaufc I agree with 
all the Nations and Ages of the World, in the ac- 
knowledgment or a God, mult I believe every pre- 
tender to Mcflages and Commiflions from Hea- 
ven? The voice of Nature is plain and eafy to be 
understood, but that which they call the iVordof 
God is part my comprehenfion. 

Seep. 
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Sctp . I beg your Pardon for making any addition 
to your Creed ; but hearing you talk of God and 
Religion, I concluded prefently that you had been 
a Chiiftum j becaufe all that I meet with in thele 
Parts of the World (however they differ in thek 
Notions about Chriftianity) go under that Name, 
excepting feme few Jew that live among at, and 
I pre 1 nine you are no Profelyte to them. 

Deifl. No indeed : I am no Jew, neither am 1 
a Chriftian : The Charadcr I bear is that of Dei ft ; 
and I anfwer to no other Name. I am fully per- 
fuaded that there is a God ; and I have as wor- 
thy and as honourable Notions of him as any Jew 
or Chi-ijlian of them all ; but I know of no Books 
that were written by him ; and I don't believe a 
Tittle cither of the Old Teftament or the New. 

Seep. And are you as fure that thefe Books arc 
falfe, as you are that there is a God ? 

Deifl. Yes; why not ? 

Seep. This is ftranger than all the reft : I could 
not ealily have imagined, that an old well-beaten 
Sceptick would prove a flurdy Aflerrer of Gad and 
Helicon ; but that a Man fliould come lb far, and 
yet go no farther, this is what I do not readily 
understand. 

Deifl. 1 wonder at that ; for tho' you are Hill in 
the ftace of Scepthifm, fo as not to be pofitivc ei- 
thet in aliening or denying any thing, yet you muff 
needs own that iome things appear clearer and 
more probable to you than others ; and particu- 
larly, that the natural Proofs, of the Being of God, 
feem much brighrer and ftronger, and much more 
irrcfiftible than thole that are brought for the truth 
ot" the Gktifiiaa Religion. 

Seep. Quite contrary, I do affurc you, if I may 
be ailow'd to ufe fuch a confident Word. 

Deifl. It can never be ; you muffc fay this (as 

your Manner, is) in pure Contradiction, only to 

B make 
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make me abate of my Confidence, and to (hew me 
how far I am from certainty when I think I have 
fafteft hold of it. 

Seep. No indeed ; I am very ferious and m earn- 
eft, when I tell you, tjiat I could be touch eafier 
cfonvincM of the Truth of the whole ChrHHan Re- 
ligion together, than I cpttW be brought to believe 
3 God by any Arguments that a Dei& -cpuld urge 
for it. 

Dei ft. You have furpriYd me now as much as I 
did you before : pray favour me with an account 
of the Grounds you proceed upon. 

Seep. That I (hall very willingly ; for I am very 
ready to hear or impart any thing, tjio' I am not 
fo free to believe. Yon kn.Qw very well that we 
Modern Scepticks do not keep our Souls- at ftieh an 
exaft poife as our Fore-Fathers did : And, as to 
myfelf in particular, I am fo far inqlm'd to the £p/- 
curean Seft, as to have a greater Opinion of my 
Sfafes than my Reafon. 

Deift. This is Grange Dojftrine ; biit pray what 
ufe do you make of ic? 

Seep. That you (hall fee prefently : ■ but firft let 
me ask you one Queftion ; Do you believe the 
World to have been EtanaU Or is it your Opi- 
nion that it was created in time ? 

Deift. I hold that the World was mad* by God, 
not evented out of Nothing (as the Divines fpeak) but 
moulded into Form, and the Springs of Motion fet 
a going. But why do you ask this ? 
• Sep. Only to illuftrate the Matter I am upon to 
you. Supposing then that you had been the firft 
thing that was form'd upon a Chaos, fuch as you 
take this Earth once to have been ; and while you 
was groping up and down in the dark, up to the 
Knees in Mud, you had heard a Voice fay, Let 
there be Light, and immediately there was Light ; and 

that afterwards, upon another like Command, you 

had 
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had found the Water running from under your Feet, 
and flattening from all the parts about you into 
Chancls juft then open'd to receive 'em ; and being 
thus fet upon dry Ground, you had Iook'd up and 
feen the Sun^ Moon, and Srars fhoot forth, and 
take their Places in a Firmament newly made for 
them i and after this, the Trees and Fowls and 
Beads had all fprung out of the Ground and the 
Water, in your fight, at the fame word of Com- 
mand: Would not tin's wonderful Scene, difplay'd 
and acted in rhis manner in your prefence, ha\'e 
given you a fuller and more fatisfactory Conviction 
of God's forming the World, than what you have 
now by all the Inferences drawn from the prefent 
Frame and Conftitution of Things ? 

Deifl. I can't fay but it would : But this is all an 
imaginary Scene, an extravagant Supposition, be- 
yond any thing that even Revelation pretends to. 

&ep. Pray miftake me not; I am far from aflert- 
ing any fuch tiling as a Creatiou, or Fmmation of the 
World at all : But I only draw this Image, to fhew 
you how far fenfibk Knowledge is to be preferr'd to 
that which is call'd rational; which being granted, 
it mult be allow'd me that I had good Reafon to 
fay, that the Proofs brought for the Chrifiiati Reli- 
gion have a greater appearance of Truth in them, 
than- any Arguments which can be produe'd for the 
Being of a God, by one who denies that God ever 
concern'd himfelf with the World fince he made ir. 

Deifi. I don't underliand that Confeciuence at 
all. 

Seep. No ! Let us fuppofe then once more, that 
you had been prefent at. all thofe wonderful Facts 
which are faid to have been done by C/jn'r? and his 
Apoftles in the Scriptures, and had had fome fharc 
in them yourfelf, as being healed or raifed from the 
dead, or the like ; That you had fcen Chrijl cru- 
cify 'd, and convcrfed with him after he was rifen 
B a from 
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from the Grave, and had beheld him afcending up 
from you into Heaven ; That you had known the 
Apoftles, their Education, and way of Life, and 
had heard them fpeak fuch Languages as they ne- 
ver leani'd ; and that afterwards yon had obferv'd 
what a mighty Frogrefs the Gofpel made in a 
fhort time, notwithstanding all the Power and 
Zeal that were employ 'd to fupprefs it : Had you 
yourfelf been a Witnefs of all this, fh,ould you not 
have been better fatisficd that thefe' things were 
done by the Hand of God, than ^pu are now, that 
the whole World was iome time or other form'd by 
him, when you was not prefer) t to fee the ordering 
Of ft? 

Deifi. Still you go on upon ocular Teflimeny, 
which is immediate and irrefiftible, and feems to 
convince more, becaufe its quicker, and pleafes 
better, than rational Demon fir ation ; though, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of the belt Philofophers, 
t.he latter is, 'iii its own Nature, more proper to 
convince. But this is nothing to our Purpofe, for 
Von and I were born long after thefe things were 
pretended to be done, and 'confequently all kind 
t>f Proof from Senfe is impoffible. 

Seep. I am not going about to prove that you 
or 1 ever faw any of thefe things ; but if you will 
fuftcr me to give you my Notions with the fame 
Freedom that you have communicated yours, I 
muft tell you in the next Place, that, having a good 
opinion of my own Senfes, I am apt to have a'fuit- 
able regard to thofe of other Men ; fo that I be-i 
Iieve what they tell me they faw and heard, much 
fooner than what they pretend to prove to roc by 
rational Arguments, though they ufe never fuch 
ilrong Words, and call every thing they fay Demon- 
firm'm. ; ■ 

- Deiff. The Generality of the World judge quite 

frthctwitv. " ■ ■- . . 

Scef. 
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Seep. I know they do, and therefore they cry up 
Mathematiebs as the molt certain piece ot Knowledge 
we are capable of; but I can't be ot their Minu : 
For there are fo many Poftulaca, Axioms, Defini- 
tions, Propofitions, and Corollaries, to be uadM* 
ftood, before one can come at any of thofe demon- 
ftrated Truths which they boaft of, that I am quite 
tir'd before I come thither, or elfc drop fome ot the 
Links, and fo lofc the Connexion. 

Dtift. But is not this an eafier and furer way of 
finding out Truth, and examining Evidence? 

Seep. In fome cafes perhaps it may : But fhould 
I go upon the Charge, and there talk with feveral 
Merchants and others, that told me they had been 
at Cadiz, ; that fome of them had liv'd there, others 
traded thither, and others had Correfpondcrce with 
fome of the Inhabitants, I fhould be better perfuad- 
ed that there was fuch a Town in Spain, than ever 
I could be that the three Angles of every Triangle 
are equal to two right. 

Dtift. Whither does all this tend ? 

Seep. The Ufe I make of it is this ; That the 
Truth of the Cbriftiaii Religion depending upon plain 
obvious fenfible Facts, which every Man was a ca- 
pable Judge of at the time they are faid to be done, 
'tis very hard to conceive how mankind fhould be 
fo far impofed upon in Matters of this Nature, as 
to agree in the Belief of fo many flrange Facts, 
perform'd in fuch a publick manner, in fo many 
Places, tor a whole Age together, before fo many 
Wknefles, of different Characters, and Interefts, if 
none of them all were true ? 

Deijt. Is this all yon have to fay for the Credi- 
bility of the Chriftian Religion ? This is far from' 
the Cafe ftill. 

Seep. Take me right, I befecch you : I am not 

an Advocate for the Chriftians, never fear that : I 

em only putting my Objections as ftrong as I can, 

ttvax 
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that I may receive the fuller Anfwer to them from 
you chat have ftudied the Point, and arc therefore, 
I cruit, very able to explain this odd Event : For, 
that a great Part of the World do now believe all 
thofe things that are written in the Scriptures to 
be true, I fuppofe you allow. 

Deift. Yes, yes ; there's no doubt of that, but 
abundance do believe thefe things ; and 'tis very 
eafy to account for the Delufion. 
Seep. As how 1 pray ? 

Deift. Why, won't Children believe any thing 
that their Patents teach them when they are young ? 
The moft rational Men that ever liv d have been 
fo hamper'd and entangled by the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, that very few or them have been able to ihake 
off any Opinions which they took in early, tho' ne- 
ver fo abiurd mid ridiculous. Are not the Turks as 
zealous lor the Alcoran, as the Chilians are for the 
Bible, and all this owing purely to a different Edur 
cation ? The Remark is too obvious to be dwelt 
upon. 

Seep. Ir mud be confefs'd. that we arc very inclin- 
able to hold raft what was firft delivered to us. The 
Brains of young People are tender, and receive deep 
Jmpreffions; which) if they continue, are not eafily 
ctfae'd again. But pray be pleas'd to inform me what 
your Thoughts arc concerning the Antiquity of the 
Chriftiau Religion .■ Do you look upon the firft Men 
that were made by God to have been Chriftians ? 

Deift. The firft Men Chriftians ! What a wild 
Notion is that ? Does not every body know the true 
Age of Chriftianity ? This is allow'd by the great- 
eft Sticklers for it to have been of late Original j 
their own Account of it reaches no higher than 
Tiberius the Roman Emperor. 

Seep. Very well : And do you agree in that Point 
with the Chriftians, that their Religion was then 
firft publim'd to the World ?- 

Dei if. 
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Dtifi. Yes ; why not ? 

Seep. And do you lay the finft Scene of it where 
they do, at Jerufalem t 

Deift. It could come from no other Place ; that's 
plain from the whole Model of the Invention. 

Seep, Do you allow alfo that it got footing im- 
mediately, and prewail'd among the Jews ztjertt. 
faitm, and other Towns of chat Country ; and that 
afterwards it fpread from thence to Rune, Athens, 
a»d divers other Parts of the World ? And do you 
think that the Propagation of the Gofpel was lb 
early and fo wide as is commonly related ? 

Dtift. There's no Unlikelihood in all this j for 
Super flit ion is very infections ; and the Minds of 
Men are ftrangely difpofed to receive the Tainr. 

Seep. But pray Sir, were not all thofe that firft 
embraced Chriilianity deeply engaged in another 
fort of Religion or S'lperjlition before ? Were not 
the Jews brsd up in a profound Veneration of 
Mnfes ? Were they not very tenacious of the Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances iiijoincd by hiro, and prefs'd 
upon them by their Fathers with ftrict Injun&ipns 
of Care i Were not the Romans likewife, and Athe- 
nians, and all the other People that turned Chri- 
ilians, extremely prejudiced by the Guides and Ii> 
itruftors of their Youth, in favour of the fevetal 
Gods and Cuftoms of their different Countries ? 
And how then could Chriftianiry owe its Succefj 
to Education ? 

Deifi. How now old Socrates! Is this your way 
to enfnare a Man with a train of captious round- 
about Queflions ? I (hall take care how I anfwer 
fo many again, without knowing the drift of them. 
The Influence of Education is certainly very great, 
tho' I don't think it fo great neither, but the De- 
fire of Novelty will fometimes overbear it ; and this 
I take to be the prefent Cafe. Chriftianity was a 
very new, and a very furprifing Doctrine, and was 
ulhcr'd 
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uflicr'd in with wonderful high Pretences; and this 
made the World run a madding after it. 

Seep, Well then ; (nice you are driven from your 
former Poft, let's examine the Strength of this. 
Novelty indeed has ftrangc Charms in it, and new 
Opinions will fome times gee the better of old ones, 
though never fo well riveted ; efpecially if they fall 
in better with the prevailing Inclinations of our 
Nature ; if they footh our Paffions, and let loofe 
our Defires ; or if they are obtruded upon us by 
Force, and are back'd with a formidable attend- 
ance of Cvplles, and Gibbets, and Faggots. If the 
Garifon be bribed within the Walls, or the Canon 
play fiirioufly upon them from without, 'tis no 
great Wonder to have them furrender the Town* 
tho' they lov'd the Place never fo well, or had been 
all bred and born there. 

Deifl. I fee what you are aiming at. Becaufe 
the Doctrines of Chriitianity are not very palarable 
in themfelves, nor were ramm'd down People's 
Throats, therefore yon can't imagine how lb ma- 
ny Peifons (hould be pevfuaded to f wallow them 
of their own Accord, unkfs rhey had good Reafon 
to believe, that there was a more than ordinary 
Virtue in them. And this, I cont'eis, has pi.zzled 
me the moft of any thing; becaufe I find no man- 
ner of Inclination in myi'elf to like what is there 
prefcribed : But there arc fome Men of fuch an un- 
accountable Make, that rhey will believe any thing 
that's new, tho* never fo abfurd and inconfifttfct : 
And when rhey are heated into a ftrong Belief of 
their Opinions, they'il fufterany thing in the World 
rather than part with them. Some Instances of 
this kind we meet with in every Age and every 
Country ; but I mull needs own that the Humour 
ncvei was fo general as it was at that time when 
Chriflianity firft appcar'd 

Seep, 
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, ;&ep. What fhoul^l be the Reafon of fuch an un- 
ufual turn pf Spirit in the Men of tha,t Agt ? 

Deift. It was fome critical Juntiure, fome peculiar 
Difpofition of the Heavens^ or fome fuch kind of Unh 
yerjal Cauft, as breeds Plagues, raife$ Wars, or the 
like, that difpos'd Men at that time tp fall ititb fuch 
a ftrange, improper, troublefome Qeluijoii. 

Seep. It may be fo ; we do not fully uifi.derftand 
all the turnings and windings of Nature : Perhaps 
fome extraordinary Agitation of the Anima Mundi 
might occafion a general Difturbance in Mens 
Brains, after the fame manner that Wind in the 
Body of the Earth makes a general Earthquake* 
And therefore I am not {p apt to wotider at any 
ftrange Opinions or Doftrines that prevail in the 
World : Efpeqially , confidering how uncertain and 
capricious a thing Reafon is. But that which flicks 
mod with me is, how fuch and fuch Fads came to 
be fo generally believed : How'the Senfe* of Man- 
kind fhould be fo grofly deceiv'd, in Matters with- 
in their proper Cognizance. In Points of Specula- 
tion indeed a Man may bring himfelf to believe 
what he will, or he may have Art enough to per- 
fuade another to believe what he has a Mind he 
fhould : But 'tis in no man's power to perfuade him- 
felf that he faw what he did not fee ; nor tc make 
others believe that they faw and heard what they 
never law nor heard : If you have never fuch a 
Power over the Spirit of another, when you come 
to tell him that fuch a thing was done in his fighc 
which was not done at all, he will immediately 
leave you, withdraw his Homage, and truft his 
own Senfes before the moft admir'd Doftor in the 
World. 

Dei ft. It is indeed very hard to impofe upon 
Men's Senfes in plain Cafes, which they have been 
much ufed to. But Imagination is fo near a-kin to 
Senfe, that fometimes when that is firongly heated 

c . by 
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by forac powerful Detoffon, the Deceit may ^afs 
into the Senfes, and a Man way be brought to think 
\iefees what he only imagines. 

Seep. This will never help you in the prefent cafe, 
"had the firfi HbrijftLws been all as fanciful Men tfs 
you are willing to reprefent tiiem : And, to prove 
that it will not, give me leave to tell you a Story 
that happened not long ago. 

There was in .my Remembrance a Country Par- 
Ton, who was Osgood a Scholar as any of theCAr/- 
fiian Apoftles, not excepting Paul himfeff ; and if he 
was not altogether fuch a Saint, yet he was a very 
boneft good Man ; all his Neighbours gave him that 
Chara&er, and thofe, that underftood preaching, 
faid, he did it very well j but For all this the poor 
Man in his latter Days was a little craz'd, and no- 
thing would ferve his turn but he muft fet up a 
new Seft, or rather aft over part of the Chriftian 
Scene again : Several ftrarige Notions he had, and 
abundance of Difciples, who believed fo throughly 
every thing he told them, that, by his Direftion, 
they left their feveral Trades and Occupations, and 
brought all their Goods together to one Place, and 
liv'd in common ; and fo thev intended to do 'till 
the end of all things, which, upon his Word, they 
were fully perfuaded was near at hand : And in- 
deed there is nothing in Nature to be conceived fo 
abfurd, which they would not have believed when 
he aflured them of ir. Now it happen'd, that when 
they were all together, in full expectation of fome 
ftrange Revolution, the Parfon fell lick ; and finding 
himfelf like to die, he calTd his People to him, and 
bid them not be difcouraged at his leaving them ; 
for within three Days he would rife again ; which 
they as firmly believed as they did any of his other 
Do&rines,- and accordingly they attended there- 
abouts to fee the Event, taking their turns to watch 
Day and Night, that they might be ready to meet 

him. 
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lym. it Their Imaginations were work'd up to as 
high 'a pitch as *rwas poffible ; but all would not 
do. He never rofe again (as you may imagine) and 
they were not able to bring themfelves to fanfy, that 
they (aw and conversM with him ; and (b they dc 
parted home not a little confounded, an,d' betook 
themfelves to their former way of living i and the 
Sect hath never been heard of fince. 

Deift. This was a mad Fellow indeed. 

Seep. Ay,, you may be fare of" it, or elfe he had 
never pretended to fuch wonderful Facts without 
being able to perform thcin. A»d from hence it i$ 
eafy to conclude, that the Authors of all other 
Seels, tho* never fo wild, nave not been fo mad as 
they are commonly thought to be ; becaufe they 
have placed all their Religion in Words and Noti- 
ons that would bear turning, and twitting, and co- 
louring ; fo that every Man being at liberty to fhap? 
them to his own Underftanding, 'tis difficult to 
root them out : Or, if they have pretended to any 
extraordinary Facts, thefc have been only fecret 
Whiffets, and Vokes 1 a.nd Appearances, which no 
body having heard or fecn but themfelves, they 
could not be difcovered to be falfe by others. 

DeiFl, So far I grant the fivft Publifliers of thq 
Cbriftian Religion have takep a quite different Me- 
thod from other Preachers of new Doctrine ; that 
they have pretended to prove it by abundance of 
uncommon Facts : But how is it poflible that fucb, 
a ftrangc Story, as that which is told about Chrifl 
and his Apoftlcs, ihould be true ? Does it nor ap-i 
pear at firtt fight to be all Invention ? It is indeed a 
Wonder how any fenfible Men came to believe it 
formerly : But would it not be a greater Worider, 
if Men fliould continue to believe it to the end of 
the World ? 

Seep. If you have no better ground for denying 

it than this, yon might as well profefs yonrfelf a 
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Sctfnick fiill : For do not the Chriflians argue juft 
thus, that they wonder how any Man can reject 
what has fo many Characters or Truth to recom- 
mend it ? Were not, fay they, the Fa£fs of fuch 
Kinds, and done in fuch a manner as could not be 
counterfeited ? Were not the Pcrfonsthat did them 
fuch plain, Noneft, finccre Men, as could not de- 
ceive ? And arc not the Accounts which are given 
of thefe things delivered in fuch a fimple unaffected 
Stile, as takes off all Sufpicion of Forgery ? with 
many Hie like fpecious Reafontngs. Such Arguments 
as thefe fatisfy every Man juit as he was affected 
and difpofed to believe before. But if you would 
pretend to ciiaolifh your Point, fo as to convince 
Men that think differently from you, you mufl pro- 
duce fome real Teilimonies and Proofs from Anti- 
ticjuify, that this Scene was all laid upon a falfe 
Foundation : For the Chriilians are certainly in 
Polfefllotj; they have fct forth their Title, and cal- 
|cd all trie old "Men tliat'.are extant in Books, both 
Frienda and Enemies, to wirnefs for them : Pray 
je't's hear then'what louhaveto alledge' to invalid- 
ate the Evidence they have brought, 

DeiR. The -whole Story confiils of fuch impro- 
bable Accounts, that it eafjly confutes it&If, 

$cep. I'll hear you as to this Plea by and by ; but 
at prufent I delire to know what Wicnefles yo,u will 
call to prove the Forgery. There were a great 
many Jews, and a great many Heathens that .reject- 
ed this Religion at fiifl ; furely they had fome Rea- 
fon to give, why they did fo ; efpecially the Ru- 
lers and Phikffers, and tlie Wife Men among them. 
Ecfides, fheie were many of thofe tliat embrae'd 
this Religion at fiift, who revolted afterwards ; and 
(rUfV; methinks, fhould tell Tales, if there had 
been any foul Play. Can you produce any of them 
for Evidence in your Caufe ? 






fet in a true Light. 1 1 

Drift. There were, no doubt, fuch Authors as 
gave a true Account of this Iinpofture, and the 
whole Management of it ; but they arc all loft. 

Seep. All loft ! Not a Fragment of them left ! 
There are abundance of antient Books ftill remain- 
ing ; Is there no mention in any of them of thefe 
other Books that you fay are loft ? nor any Ac- 
count given how they came to be loft ? 

Dtifi. There are Names of feveral Books, that 
are. now miffing, prcferv'd, which, by their Titles 
arid the Names or their Authors, we guefs, were 
written upon this Subjcfl ; but the Number and the 
Power of the Chriftians increafing, to be Aire they 
took care to lupoids all thefe Books that made 
agafnft them. 

Seep. 'Tis hard to imagine why they fhould be 
fo fond of an unprofitable Scheme of Fa! (hood, as 
to deftroy all the means of being undeceiv'd. But 
metliinks when the Believers and Unbelievers were 
every where mix'd together, there mnft have been 
great clafhing between them, and confequently 
Books written for and againft either Side. Are none 
of thefe Controvcrfial Writings preferv'd ? They 
would afford us fome Light if they were. 

Deifl. Yes, there arc fome Apologies, bf Chriftians 
to Heathen Emperors and Governours of Provinces, 
in Anfwer to many things charged upon them and 
their Religion : There's a Treatife of Origen againft 
Celfus : There are fome Remains of BuroeUs and 
Porphyry ; and the Woiks of Lucian and Julian, &c. 
are ftill extant',- all which were piordled Enemies 
to the Chriftians : But thefe are fifch as the Chri- 
ftians were pleafed to give ns ; and you muft needs 
think that they would order the matter fo, that 
nothing fhould be left in them to do them any 
hurt. 

Seep. What, is there no mention in any of thefe 

antient Books, written for and againft the Chriftian 

Religion, 
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Religion, that the Fafti allcdgcd by the Cbriflians 
were Falfe ? 

Deifi. No, not as we now have them. 

Seep. What fort of Objections then do the Ad- 
verfaries of Chriftianity make to it, it' they allow 
the Facls upon which in is built ? 

Deifi. Why, they fay, fotnc of them, that CArifi 
and his Apoillcs did their Wonders by the Help of 
the Devil : And others of them pretend, that as 
great things had been done by Men of different 
Religions (particularly by Vefpafian^ Apoilenim. T),a- 
«<e«f, &c) as ever drift and his Apcmles did!. 

Seep. And the Chriltjans quote thefe Objections 
fairly, do they ? 

Deifi, Yes, and are very full in their Anfwcrs to 
them. 

Sap. And if any Body had urg'd, that the'FaeJs 
upon which they built their Religion were falfe, why 
(hould not they have mention'd thefe Objections too, 
as well as they did the other ? 

Deifi, Becaufe they thought the former would 
not hurt tiieir Caufc, and the latter would. They 
knew very well where the Pinch of the Difpute Jay, 
and fo they took care to ward off that Blow. 

Seep. Then it mud be fuppofed, that none of 
thefe fiift Chriflians, at leaft none of the Writers, 
did really believe their Religion to be true, but only 
profefs'd to believe what they knew in their Heaves 
to be a Cheat ft 

Dtifi. Why fo ? 

Seep. The Reafon is plain ; becaufe Perfons, that 
arc throughly pcrfuaded of a thing, are never afraid 
of what can be faid againft it ; cfpeeially fuch as 
are engag'd in Controverfy ; it being commonly and 
juftly obfetv'd, that Anfwerers always mufter upas 
many Objections, and make them all as formidable 
as they can ; either to magnify the gooduefr of their 
Caufe, or the ftrength of their own Reafon. 

Deifi. 
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Dtiff. Ay; but this was fa render a Point, that 
none of them durft touch upon it. 

&xp. O Sir, you arc not acquainted with the 
utmoft Extent of learned Vanity. Was there no 
fuch thing as a Critick living in the World before 
■every Scrap and Fragment of thofe Writings you 
talk of was loft > If there had, I am fure he would 
have done his beft to find it out, to reftore the Text, 
and to put large Comments upon ir, whatever mif- 
chief had happen'd to Religion by it. But itfecms 
you have no Witnefles to produce of any kind. Let 
ns proceed then upon another foot, and let us hear 
■what you have to 1 fay to the Story's confuting itfelf : 
For there I perceive you chink yourfelf ftrongeft in 
your Proof. 

DriR. This is fo plain a Cafe, that, if any one 
will but lay by the Prejudices of Education, and 
impartially read over the Chriftian Story, he imift 
needs judge it impoffible to be true. 

Seep, That's fairly and luflily aflerted ; and if it 
were but half fo well proved, it would fupply the 
want of any other Evidence, and convince the moft 
zealous Chriftian breathing. But I, being none of 
thofe that require fuch ftrong Applications to my 
Undcrftanding, fhall not expect fo much as this 
from you : I won't put you to the trouble of ihew- 
ing the Story to be impoffible, or fo much as im- 
probable ; if I were but fatisfied of the bare Pofli- 
bility of its being falfe, I fliould be ready enough 
to allow ic be fo, 

DeiB. That's the eafieft thing in the World to 
prove. 

Sap. I am glad of it with all my Heart. But 
when you go about to fatisfy me in this Point, 
you mud remember my Infirmity, that I am no 
Friend to bare Reafoning and Deduction: I mull 
have the Matter brought down to my Senfes, or I 
(hall never apprehend it. 
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Deifl. How can that be ? You njuft cpnfidcr the 
Charaftersof Truth; compare the Degrees of pro r 
bability, and know what is Poffible and Impoffible ; 
and then fumming up the whole Proof to yourfelf, 
you muft judge of the Validity of it. 

Seep. This Method will never do with me, unlefs 
you apply to my Senfes all the while by ape Ima- 
ges and Refemblances ; and therefore I'll tell you 
how you (hall proceed with me. 

Dei ft. How, I pray ? 

Seep. Why, we will fuppofe. the whole Chviftian 
Scene to be tranfaded in our times,; and if upon the 
whole representation I judge wejpight be impofed 
upon now, in the fame manner that you fay the Jirft 
Ckriflians were, I will conclude, that they were real* 
ly fo deceived, without anv pofitive Evidence of the 
Thing ; and I think that s fair enough. 

Dei ft. Very fair : I don't doubt, but by fuch a 
reprefentation as this you will fee how the thing 
was carry'd on formerly. 

Seep. To begin then: You muft get me a Man 
of mean Parentage here in England, who muft pre- 
tend to come down from Heaven ; to be fent by 
God to teach us a new Religion ; and to work abun- 
dance of Miracles, in order to make it believ'd : 
for which Pretences being put to Death, he muft 
afterwards take upon him to rife again ; to be feen 
by many of thofe who had profefted themfelves 
his Difciples while he lived ; to converfe freely 
wkh them for Forty Days ; and then to afcend up 
into Heaven in their Sight. Befides this Man, you 
muft procure twelve more, who (hall pretend to be- 
lieve every thing that he faid and did; and to work 
the like Miracles, by virtue of a Commiflion from 
hinv, for the Proof and Confirmation of the fame 
Doctrine: And about the fame time there muft arife 
Seventy more ; and after them abundance, without 
Number, who (hall \ re tend to the fame Commif- 

fion, 
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fion, and to the fame Works. All which Pretences 
(hall have that Credit and Influence as to difpofe 
the generality of the People in this Kingdom, and 
all the Countries of Europe, to embrace this new 
Religion : And an Account being given of the Pub- 
lication and Progrefs of this Religion, in fuch a man* 
ner as is before-mentioned, by fome of the firft Pub- 
lifhers, the Books, which contain this Account, (hall 
be receiv'd not only as True and Authentick, buc 
as written by the immediate affiftance and direction) 
of God. If you can perfuade me that 'tis poflibl* 
to order Matters fo, that in an hundred Years time 
all this may be brought about, and can give me 
fuch a Specimen of the Defign in the compafs of 
three Years, as the Chriftiam affirm was wrought by 
Chrifi in the fame time, then will I freely allow all 
that Religion to be Falfe, without any farther Ex- 
animation. 

Deifl. This is a lctog tedious bufinefs to repre- 
fent, in all the number and variety of Circuniftances 
neceflfary to compleat the Parallel. 

Seep. Be it never fa long, every Circumftance mult 
come in to determine the Truth or Falfhood of the 
whole. But to fpare your pains, and to (hew you 
how willing I am to be fatisfy'd, 1*11 cut you out 
(horter Work, and you (hall only reprefent to me 
the twelve Apoflks fpreading a new Religion through 
the World, fuch as the Chriftian is. And who (hall 
we have to ad this Part ? 

Deifl. *Tis eafy to find twelve Men that; may 
impofe upon the World in the fame manner as they 
did. 

Seep. What fort of Men (hail they be ? Do you 
think you could pick up a Dozen Fifiiermen that 
had Sagacity enough to propagate fuch a Story as 
that of Chrifi, if it were invented for them, and 
they were well inftrufted in it ? 

D Deif, 
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Deift. If they pretended to be Fifhermen, or Men 
of any other mean Occupations, it were enough ; 
for who knows whether the Apoftles were fuch or 
no ? We have only their own Words for it. 

Seep. What think you then, if they were Jefuits 
all ? They are the Cunning'ft Fellows that I know 
in the World ; and 'tis ufual with them to difguife 
themfclves by following mean Trades. 

Deift. They would do it to a Hair, if they were; 
but at liberty to fet up a new Religion ; but they 
are under fuch fubje&ion to the Romijb See 1 

Seep. 'Tis no matter for thar. Why, the Apoftles 
were all zealous Jews, and were bred up to have 
as good an Opinion of Mofes, as the Jefuits have of 
tfie Pope. 

Deift. That's very true : And to be fure there are 
Jefuits to be found* that for a good Caufe, and to 
fct themfelves up above the Pope, might be prevail'd 
upon to break from him. 

Seep. But you mufl take care that thefe Jefuits be 
all right honeft Men, plain, fimple, and fincere ; we 
mud have no tricking, nor equivocating, nor 

Deift. What need they be all Jefuits ? May not 
fome of them be Benediflines, or Men of other Or- 
ders ? . " 

Seep. O, by all means ; pick and cull your Men 
where youpleafe, only remember that they muft keep 
to the Charader they take upon them. 

Deift. But now T think on'r, they may be Jefuits 
after all ; for what occafion is there for their being 
Honeft and Sincere ? That's contrary to the Sup- 
pofition we are upon : If they appear to be fo 'cis 
fufficient. 

Seep. 'Tis enough, if they can but carry it off 
handfomly without any difcovery; but they muft 
never be caught without their Mask on ; all their 
Senfes and Paffions muft be ftill and quiet,, fo as 
never to throw off the Difguife of Virtue. 

Deift. 
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Deift. This is hard Fare indeed ; but we muft in- 
fufe a great deal of the Tin&ure of Vain-glory in- 
to them, and keep up their Spirits with the fove- 
rcign PJeafure of being Authors of a new Se&. 

Seep. Then you muft give them all drift Inftru- 
ftions never to difcover who fet them on work, what- 
ever they are promised or threatened. 
Dei ft. I'll engage for their Secrecy. 
Seep. But how will they do to work Miracles ? 
Deifit. O, never fear them for that ; they are the 
beft Artifts in the World in impofing upon Man- 
kind in fuch Matters ; the Miracles done by Men of 
their Stamp do already fill whole Volumes. 

Seep. But they muft do otherguefs Miracles, now, 
than any that are recorded in their Legends. The 
fweating and bleeding of Images, and fuch like 
Tricks, won't pafs upon us for Miracles ; Pailfulls 
of Virgins Milk, and Cart-loads of Croffes will fig- 
nify nothing. They muft upon the fpot multiply 
a few Loaves, and feed five Thoufand People with 
them : They muft cure all manner of Difeafes ; raife 
the Dead ; and fpeak all Languages, Welch not ex- 
cepted. Then they muft not pretend to do fuch 
things in their own Churches and Cloyfters, and 
particular Places contriVd for Deccii, but they muft 
come out info the publick Market-places, and open 
Fields, and do all their Signs and Wonders in the 
prefence of Multitudes. 

Deiff. They have Patterns of great Cures, and 
other Miracles of the like kind, upon Record al- 
ready ; and thofe done publickly too in the midft 
of great Cities, and before numbers of Witneffes. 

Seep. But in what part of the World were they 
done ? In Spain and Italy ; in bigptted Countries ; 
and before People that believed already every thing 
that thefe Miracles could induce them to believe. 
Your Apoftles muft come over into England and 
Holland with their Miracles; they muft manifeft 

D 2 their 
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their Power in London and Amfterdam, by feeding 
and curing living Hereticks, and raifing dead ones; 
and by making the moft ftubborn Proteftants quit 
their former Faith, to embrace the new Do&rine 
propofed to them. 

Deift. But you have fuch bloody Laws here in 
England, that it will not be fafe for Jefuits to ven- 
ture themfelves among you upon fuch a Defign, let 
them be never fo well qualified ro execute it. 

Seep. That's very true ; but they muft prepare for 
Opposition and ill Treatment wherever they come. 
Scourging, Bonds, and Imprifonmcnt will be the 
only Rewards they are to expeft for all their Pains: 
And they muft all at laft be Martyrs one way or 
other ; by Hanging, Stoning, Sawing afunder, or 
the like j not one of them muft die a Natural 
Death. 

Deift. This is harder and harder : What get no- 
thing all their Lives, and die miferably at laft for 
the maintenance of a Lie ! But great is the Power 
of Fame, and fweet is the Fore-talte of Glory after 
Death ! I don'c know but this may do. Are there 
not (think you) twelve Curtius's or Codrus's to be 
found in the World ? 

Seep. Ay, but Twelve won't do your Bufinefs, if 
there were fo many mad Heroes to be met with all 
at one time. 

Deift. Why, did you not fay that Twelve would 
f3o> 

Seep. Yes at firft ; but thefe Twelve muft manage 
it fo, that a great many more (hall tread in their 
Steps afterwards, run thro* the fame Scenes of Life, 
live as poorly, and die as miferably as they did ; 
and all for the Confirmation of what every one of 
them muft needs know to be falfe. Then there muft 
arife up Thoufands and Thoufands, who (hall re- 
rally believe every thing, fo attefted, to be true; 
find for three hundred Years together thete fball 

be 
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be Martyrs and Confejfors in abundance, and No- 
body get any thing all this while by their new Re- 
ligion. 

Dei ft. But their Succeflbrs fhall make amends for 
all their Poverty and Sufferings. 

Seep. That may be, if the Defign can be fpun 
out to fuch a Length. But do you think it a pof* 
fible thing to contrive fuch a Race of Men, as (hall 
venture upon fuch a vaft ridiculous Projefl: as this, 
and be fo long a carrying it on, for the Benefit of 
a company of cheating luxurious Varlets that may 
happen to come after them. 

Dei ft. I find this is a long troublefome Bufinefs 
to prove to another, tho* it feems very plain to me. 
For my part, I muft confefs, I never enter'd fo 
nicely into the detail of the Matter ; the whole ac- 
count has an Air of Impofture in it ; and I truft to 
my own Sagacity that I am in the right : For I 
judge of Religions as I do of Meats ; that which 
is not agreeable to my Guft I conclude to be falfc, 
without examining any farther into it. 

Seep. *Tis very well that I have brought you to 
this Confeffion : I have fome hopes now of your re- 
turning to Scepticifm again ; for if you are weary 
of defending your new Ground already, when fo 
fmall a part of the Force that might be brought a- 
gainft you is come up, you muft needs find it much 
eafier to maintain yourfelf in your old Poft. 

Dei ft. I had never left it if it had been tenable t 
But when a Man is prefs'd, and pufli'd hard on 
every fide, what muft he do ? When a Matter is 
prov'd fairly to me in the ufual Method of Rea- 
soning, would you have me fay to the Perfon that 
argues with me; Well, Sir, nocwithftanding all the 
plaufible Reafons you have urged, it may be you 
may be in the wrong ftill ; this is no ftrift Demon- 
ftration ; things that had an appearance of Truth, 
and Probability of their fide at firft, have after- 
wards 
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wards proved to be falfe, &c. Why I am hooted at 
and defpis'd when I talk thus ; and whoever dif- 
putes with me concludes that he has carried his 
Point. 

Seep. Well, but for all that, if I may advife you, 
never be pofitive ; never pretend to Schemes and 
Hypothefes ; never go about to prove that the 
Chriftian Religion is falfe; for 'tis ten to one but 
you are baffled in this Attempt by Men that have 
ftudied the Subjeft more than you, and have got 
greater Skill in managing what they call their Rea- 
son, or the Art of talking upon any thing ; and 
then, if you fbould be foiled, you have no Retreat 
left, but to turn Chriftian. 

Dei&. How Sir ! not defcrtd my own Opinions, 
nor prove thofe that I have reje&ed to be falfe ! 
This is no way agreeable to the Di&ates of right 
Reafon. 

Seep. Fine Words ! But I fay ftill, be not pofi- 
tive ; fix no Opinions ; erc& no Schemes ; take 
warning by your Predeceflbrs, Infidels of eminent 
Name and celebrated Memory. What's become of 
Epicurus s famous Syftem of Atoms ? All out of Doors 
and defpifed. Powponatius's Peripatetick Stuff No- 
body can bear reading: Spinoza No-body can un- 
derftand ; and my Friend Hobbs, whom I once ad- 
mir'd, has been fo maul'd by that Toad Eachard> 
that I proteft I defpife him, and take him to be a 
foiemn empty Trifler. And if Alphonfus was (as 
they fay) difpofed to turn Atheift by confidering 
the Absurdities of the Ptolemaick Syflem y how fillily 
muft he have look'd now, when Sir lfaac Newton s 
Hypothefis has clear'd up all his Difficulties. Nay t 
what a ridiculous Figure would all the antient Athe- 
ifls and Deifts make, were they now alive, when 
they faw all the Notions and Principles they for- 
merly depended on, utterly confounded ? 

Deiff. 
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Deift. Thefe were Men of great Name indeed ; 
but new Improvements in Philofophy fincc their 
time have provM them miftaken in what they ad- 
vanced for our Caufe, tho* the Ground-work of ail 
their Reafoning was true. But we have had other 
Writers of late, who have carried the Point far- 
ther than they did, and whofe Principles are better 
fupported. I don't doubt but you have read fome 
of our modern Books, where matters are hand led 
freely. 

Seep. I have indeed : But, to give you my Judg- 
ment as freely, they are written with more Impu- 
dence and lefs Senfe than the Books of any dog- 
matical Infidels of old. 

Deift. I am furpnVd to hear fuch a Chara&cr of 
them from you. 

Seep. What would you have me believe that there's 
no Devils merely upon Iri/b Evidence ? Would you 
have the Ladies take all their Natural Religion from 
an Italian Pedagogue ? Is it reafonable, do you think, 
that your admired Mathematicians fliould quit all 
their Demonftrations, and believe a Fellow upon 
his Word, that every Particle of Matter is always 
adually and neceflfarily in Motion ; and that, by 
virtue of new Glafles he has got, he can look into 
a Mill-done, and fee all the Particles of it in con- 
ftant Agitation, as plainly as you may fee the Blood 
move in a Fifths Tail ? Would you have me efteem 
a Man that I know blafphemes for Bread ? Or 
fliall a Blockhead, whom No-body trufts in his 
own Profeflion, command my Faith, when he new 
models the World, and invents new Schemes of Go- 
vernment ? J 

Deift. One would think you were fome bigotted 
Chriftian by your Zeal : For without an inveteiatc 
prejudice No-body could fpeak fo conremptuoufly 
of Men that have afferted the Liberty of Mankind, 
and endeavoured to deliver them from the heavy 
Yoke of Superfticion. Seep. 
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Seep. Why, do you take all thefe free Writers, as 
you call them, to be Deifls ? 

Deiff. Take them to be fo ; I know it : I have 
talk'd with them all ; we have convers'd intimate- 
ly together, and they have unbofom'd their Souls 
to me. 

Seep. I could not find that out by their Writings. 
Epicurus indeed, and Lucretius, and all of that Sed, 
were profeft Deifts ; and to a higher degree than 
you pretend to ; for they believed but juft enough 
of a God not to bear the name of Atheift. But as 
to fuch Deifls, who believe in the fame God that 
the Chriftians do, and yet deny thofe Revelations 
of himfelf which they fay he has made, I know no 
Writers that come up to this Chara&er. 

Detfi. No ! What think you of fkbbes, Spino%>a, 

Blount 9 7 , T -, and many others now living, 

who fhall be namelefs, for a reafon I know? 

Seep. Thefe are all profeR Chriftians. 

Deifi. How come you to think fo ? 

Seep. Becaufe they plainly declare fo iu their Wri- 
tings, as I can eafiiy prove to you trom abundance 
of Paflages. 

Dei ft. Pugh, that's nothing; they were obliged 
to fuch Pretences, becaufe they liv d under Chri- 
ftian Magiftrates: This was done tofave their Ba- 
con; every Body underitands their Meaning. 

Seep. Don't they mean what they fay then, in fuch 
full and cxprefs Words ? Then they impofe upon 
Mankind; they are Trickfters and Cheats, and are 
not to be believed in any thing e!fe they fay : And 
I had thought, that ii a Dei ft) who took upon him 
to undeceive the People, had any Principle at ail, 
it was that of Truth and Sincerity. 

Deift. They muft have a regard to the fafety of 
their Machine; for you know, when that*s diflblv'd, 
the Play is at an end. 

. j Scep^ 
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Seep. It feems they are Atheijls at lafti and have 
no Religion at all: They believe nothing of a fu- 
ture State. 

Deifi. Yes, yes, we do believe foihethiflg of 4 fu* 
ture State. But we'll talk of that another time. 

Seep. Come, come, away with all your Principle^ 
and Schemes, and mind none of your Priefta that 
fet up for Preachers of Natural Religion ; for theif 
Do&ruies are as falfe and ineonfifient as thofe of 
Popery. 

Deifi. 'Tis true, indeed, our Guides are in thg 
wrong too fometimes* as well aS others ; but with- 
out fome new Hypothcfis of our own, how (hall wi 
do to anfwer the Proofs that are brought every day 
from the Chrifiian Religion ? 

Seep* How (hall ye anfwer theiii ! why, not at all t 
Talk to thofe that urge you with them of the nar-* 
rownefs of human Faculties ; the obfeurky of Na- 
ture; the uncertainty of Tradition ; the ftrongfn-* 
clinations of Men to Superftition, and the like. 

Deifi. This, they fay, is beating the Air, lying hid 
in generals, &e. and is to be deemed, in Depute, 
as a giving up of the Caufe. 

Seep. Make Obje&ions to fome of the Chriftian 
Doftrines : Look out for Difficulties in Scripture* 
and bid them explain them. 

Drift. I have uied this way, but it won't dd : Fo* 
my Adverfaries, being better verfed in the Notions 
and Language of their Religion than I am, and be- 
ing furnifhed by their Teachers with fome (brt of 
Aafwer or other to every thing that is obje&ed, I 
have not always Skill enough to know when they 
talk to the purpofe, and when not. 
, Seep. Can t you fay, that all the Books of Scripture 
were written at one time, by fome body or other ; and 
being publifh'd fometirae or other, a parcel of cunning 
Fellows in Power got them believ'd, upon a pretence 
xhatthey vVere found in fome extraordinary manner. 

E Dtift. 
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Deift. This will never do neither: For whatever 
time you fix for the writing and publication of the 
Scriptures, whoever believes rhefe Books to be true, 
muft confequently own, that there were abundance 
of Chriftians in the World, who believed all that's 
written in them before they were publifhed. There 
are fo many fcurvy Dates of time, "Names of Per- 
fons, and other remarkable Circumftancescontain'd 
in thefe Writings, that 'tis impcffible to fix the Rife 
of Chriftianity at any other time than what is com- 
monly affign'd for it. 

Seep. Infift upon the difficulty of knowing what is 
to be reckoned true Scripture, and what not; and 
of diftinguifhing between/^ Gfpels and true ones, 
falfe Epi files and true. 

Deift. That will ftand us in little ftead ; becaufe 
all the antient Writings, whichare faid to be forged, 
as well as all the other which are taken for genuine, 
do own the whole Chriftia.n Scheme, and all'the 
wonderful Fafts recorded in Scripture; and the Au- 
thors o( thefe Forgeries, bearing Teftimony to the 
Truth of the prefent Scriptures, the Chriftians bring 
this as an Argument againft us. 

Seep. Urge the Corruption of the Text, which is 
'called Authentick. 

Deift. To that they readily anfwer, that take what 
Reading you pleafe, the Foundations of Chrifliani- 
ty ftand good ftill, and nothing material is endan- 
ger'd by the Changes that have happened in trah- 
fcribing the Originals. 

Seep. Talk againft Infpiration ; and ask them if 
Paul was dire&ed by the Spirit to fend for his Cloak 
and Parchments. 

Deift. What will this fignify ? If I fhould prove 
that all the Words of Scripture were not diflated by 
the Spirit, yet if fome were ; or fuppofing none of 
them were, vet if thefe & oks have the fame Cha- 

rafters 
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ra<Sers -of Truth belonging; to them that any other 
antient Books have, what fhall we get by that ? 
" Seep. Run them down upon the Subject of My fie- 
vies. . ' 

Deift. That, my own Principles won't fuffer me 
to do: For I can't acknowledge a God without 
Qwoing a.t the fame time, that neither his Nature 
nor ..bis Ways are to be fully comprehended. I have 
battel'd them upon their Trinity of Gods ; but the ' 
raoft fenfijble Men among them rejed all Accounts or 
Interpretations that look that way, and openly pro- 
fefs to believe nothing of Sciipture'in fuch a Senle as 
implies a Contradi&iott to' common Reafon. So when 
I have urged the Barbarity of that DpSrine of damn- 
ing poor innocent Children for the fault of their firft 
Parents, they have told me that they find no fuch 
thing in their Bible. And, in Ihort, to all Obje&ions 
of this kind they fay, that they are not to anfwer' 
for the extravagant Opinions of particular Men ; 
that -'tis natural for Men to be fond of new No-' 
tions, and to be proud of their own Inventions, &c. 
But they .are fore that the Scriptures axe the Word of 
Cods and that the Hiftory of xhem i^ true, and eve- 
ry one muft read and judge fairly and impartially 
tor himfelf. 

Seep. Well then, if they drive you to that Point 
again, never enter the Lifts with them: For if you 
allow, that. Chriftianity began at the time they fet 
for it ; and grant that fuch ftrange things, as are now 
recorded in. Scripture, were then pretended to be 
done in the face of the World ; urge the Impoffibi- 
lity of the Fa&s as much as you will, it will appear 
much more improbable that they fhouid ever be be- 
lieved, being Falfe, than that they fhouid be really 
True. The more difficult it now feeras to us to 
conceive that they were true, when we have no 
means left of difproving them, the more difficult ic 
muft be for us to imagine that they fhouid have 

E 2 been 
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been believed formerly, if they had been Falfe, at a 
time when every Body was capable of knowing 
whether they were True or not. 

Drift. What mufl I do then ? If wc grant the 
Fads, we grant all. Allowing the Rifts to be ttne, 
the Dottrines are eftablifh'd on courfe. 

Seep. Why, you mujl banter it off, and never en- 
ter into a feriousDifputewith them : But when they 
talk to you of Miracles, and Mpiration, or the like, 
cry, All Jbami nil foam ; Stories for Children; une fot- 
tife, une Refvery y &C. And now and then fling in 
an ObjeQion or two, with an Air of Contempt, 
and never ftay for an Anfwer. 

Peift. The truth on't is, I have often found, that 
Jetting did us more fervice than Arguing. Bat fincc 
wcDeifts profefs to own fome Principles in common 
with the Chriftians about Natural Religion,, we can- 
not fo fairly decline anfwering fuch Arguments as 
they draw from them. The method of Jefting, and 
putting odd Qyeftions, tyc. better becomes a Seep* 
tick than a Detjl. 

Seep. 'Tis all in all : Here you may intrench and 
be fate, let never fo many Reafons be difcharg'd at 
you : And whenfoever yo»r Enemies are fuptrior to 
you, either in Numbers, Courage, or Military Skill, 
you immediately retreat to your Lines, and defy 
them. 

Dei/i. 'Tis wonderful indeed, to fee what inftu* 
e.nce this fort of Wit hath : There's no doing with- 
out prophanejefts, and ridiculous Allufions to Scrip- 
ture : We fbould have no Plays ; no Raillery ; no 
fine Converfation ; nor any thing that's agreeable or 
diverting without them. 

Seep. No ; there's no SubjcS fo Entcrtajnitig as 

this ; no fort of Wit that has fo high a 

Tak of a Relifb : Obfcenity does pretty well; but, 

Tub. as an ingenious Author has lately ob- 

ferv'd, it's fp beaten and fo exhauftcd a 

Topick, 
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Topick, that it will never do alone ; unlefs the Scene 
be now and then relieved with Prophancncis, it 
goes but heavily off. 

Deift. I wonder what they do for Wit in Popifli 
Countries, where Gentlemen are not alio w'd Bibles; 
playing upon their Legends is but infipid ; the cre- 
dit of the Pofijb Saints being now but little better 
than that of the Heathen Gods. 

Seep. There is indeed a great Pleasure in alluding 
to Scripture ; and I have often wonder'd how there 
comes to be fo much Wit in thefe Allufions. When 
a Parfon quotes a Text, it is fo dull methinks; and 
when an honeft prophane Fellow does it, there ir 
fuch a grateful Poignancy in it. If I were difpofed 
to turn Chriftian, this would be one great Obftru- 
ftion, that Iftould lofethe beft Fund of Converfa- 
tionl have ; and I know a great many pkaf ant Fel- 
lows of my Acquaintance, that would be quite* 
broke for Wits too, if this fubjeft were taken from 
them. 

De'tft. But, next to Burlefquing the Scripture, the 
raoft agreeable piece of Raillery is to play upon 
the Priefts. 

Seep. *Tis oftentimes better Je fling upon them, 
than Difputing with them > for fomc of them are 
fhrewd Fellows, and read a great deal more than 
mofl; of us Gentlemen do, and we rauft have a care 
of going out of our depth with them. 

Deift. Nay, that's certain, a Man may catch a 
Tartar fomethnes. I remember once I met with 
a Parfon in a Ctffee-houfe, whole flovenly Habit and 
rough Countenance invited me to droll upon him : 
And after I had banter'd htm for ibme time about 
his Heaven and his Heff y and the Laugh went on my 
fide ; he ask'd me very gFavety, whether I believed 
in God : And when I told him Yes, he replied ; 
" Sir, If there be a God, he is not to be banter'd, 
* nor is the truth of a future Judgment to be de- 

V cided 
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u cided by a Laugh : If you will pleafe to meet me 
- any where alone, we'll difcourfe this Matter to- 
gether with a fenoufnefs that becomes the Sub- 
ject ; and if you can convince me, that there's no 
Future Scare, I'll lay by my Gown, and hang my 
felf in my Girdle, as being then fully fatisfy'd, 
that there's nothing in this World worth the; liv- 
ing for: But if I prove to you, that .there, is a, 
Judgment to comi> you (hall promife me to Jive a 
V very fober virtuous Life. 
' Step. Well; what, did you meet him? 

Deift. No, I thank you : If we had been alone, 
we muft have had nothing but dry difputing, and, 
then I had been put out of my Play : B^fides* he 
told me we fhould write down every thing we faid, 
and fome fenfible Jew, or Turk> fhould judge where, 
the Truth lay between us, and who Jud the better 
of the Argument : And I did not care for being an 
Author, left I fhould have pfejudie'd the Caute as, 
much as you fay our other Writers have done.. 

'Seep. So far you was in the right on't : But* to 
give you my Thoughts upon this Matter more free-, 
ly than I have hitherto done ; you would do beft 
to keep your Opinions to your felf, and never med- 
dle with the Chriftians at all. For my own part, I 
have always obferv'd a different Condud toward 
them than any we have yet talk'd of. 
Deift. How do you manage, pray ? 
Seep. My way is to behave civilly towards all J^f- 
lievers ; and with fome degree of Refped to the 
Priefts. If any difpute happens in my Company* l 
endeavour to keep my Friends in good order* I re- 
prove them for rude Language ; I tell them of the 
indecency of ridiculing what others profefs ta be 
fincerely perfuaded of: If the Ckriftian puts his Ar- 
gument weakly, I help him out, and fet it in a 
ftronger Light: If I am tax'd for Unbelief my felf, 
I appear concern'd that my Charades fhould be 

raiftaken 
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miftaken, and complain of my Misfortune, chat I 
fliould fuffer in the Opinion of honeft Gentlemen : 
If I am preft home, I own that I have had fome 
Scruples, that there are fome things in the Christian 
Religion, as they are commonly explained to us, 
which I cannot fo eafily account for; but perhaps 
it may be through my want of Apprehenfion, or 
improper method ufed by thofe Authors I have met 
with; that I fliould be glad to have all my Doubts 
removed ; and that I fliould be very ready to heat 
what any worthy Perfon had to fay. 

Deift. How's this ! Didn't you advife me to put 
Objections? 

Seep. Yes I did, as a fafcr way than making 
Schemes. And fo do I fometimes; but then I do'c 
with great Modefty, and Submiflion to the Judgment 
of thofe I talk with; and, tho* I can't agree with 
them, yet I tell them they have faid more upon the 
Subject than I had heard before ; and that I will 
confider of it. 

Drift. But is not burlefquing Religion a darling 
Topick with you ? 

Seep. I confefs it is ; but then I know my Com- 
pany, and never talk in this Strain, but when I am 
among honed Fellows that relifli fuch things. 

Deift. But how can you be civil to the Parfons ? 

Seep. Very eafily : For they are, many of them, 
Men of very good Senfe and Learning, and I like 
their Converfation. Then they are, generally, of a 
very plain undefigning Character, • and not verfed 
much in the way of the World ; fo they believe all 
one fays to them in a civil manner : And, when 1 
have perfuaded them to think well of me, they well 
defend my Charafter like Dragons, and condemn 
thofe that cenfure me as Ill-natur'd and Uncharita- 
ble; but efpecially if I come to Church, and to the 
Sacramenty (which you know we muft do fometimes 
for Places, and there's no great trouble in goin^ 

oftner 
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oftner) then they'll fay, that my keeping a Whore, 
being Drunk, &c. is all meer Scandal; and that I 
am a very honed worthy Gentleman : And a Man 
tnuft keep up a tolerable Reputation in the World, 
only to live a little fecurely andeafily; but to be 
Cure, if he aims at any Advancement of himfelf. 

Dei/}. Well, for, all that, lean never be reconciled 
to thefc Priefis ; I hate them mortally. 

Seep . And I pray why fo ? you fhould not own 
that, becaufe it will feem to proceed from a con- 
fcioufnefs of falfe Grounds and weak Proofs of your 
fide. Your Impofing, Wonder-working, Cheating 
Priefts; fuch as the Church of Rome makes ufe of 
to keep up their extravagant Power and Intereft in 
the World, I abominate : But I think thofc, that 
teach People the plain Rules of what you call Na- 
tural Religion, fhould be encouraged, as ufeful Men 
in a Common-wealth. 

Dei ft. Right, if they would teach them nothing 
clfe. But they tell them that Morality fignifies no- 
thing, except they believe in Chrijt, that he is the 
Son of God ; that he came down from Heaven, &c. 

Seep. Whether thofe things be true or falfe, I am 
of Opinion, that, except they were believed to be 
true, preaching Morality only would have very lit- 
tle Effcft, unlcfs People were firmly perfuaded that 
there was a God > and that he had in fome extra- 
ordinary manner appear'd to them* and given them 
Laws ; and affur'd them that they fhould be ex- 
trcamly Happy or Miferable, according as they 
<abey'd> or difobey'd him : Untefs* I fay, Men were 
fame way or other difpofed to believe thus, what 
would any Rules or Precepts, fiript of fuch an Au- 
thority, fignify? 

D&B. Natural Religion is, in the Judgment of the 
Wife a»*i J-earned, fuSkient to all the Purpofes of 
Mankind. 
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Deift. T:s cor.c: Religion will keep cold to & 
more convenient time. 
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Concerning Natural Religion. 
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Sceptick.T^\ ^ ELL met again. This is the 

time we appointed to talk about 
ferious Matters ; and I am come 
with my Head very cool, and 
well tutn'd towards Morality. 

Deift. 1 am glad I have fo fair a Man to deal 
with : But I would not have you imagine that I 
have any ftrange Stoical Flights to propofe to you. 

Seep. I promrfe you, Sir, I never fufpefted you for 
4 Stoic; I rather took you to be of my Matter Ho- 
race's Religion, Epicuri dc grcge porcum. 

Deiff. Why, Epicurus' s Morality is not to bede- 
fpis'd, tho* fome of the Antients have reprefented 
him under an odious Character, becaufe he was a 
declar'd Enemy of all Superftition. 

Seep'. ButJ" not to enter into any Difputes about 
the old Philofophers, pray produce your new 
Scheme of Moral Dofirine; which 1 am apt to think 
is very different from any other that has been yet 
prefentcd to the World. 

"Deifi. That 1 fhall, in as good Order as I can ; 
for vou muft know, that we have no Svftems yet 

wnt- 
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written after our manner. It is but lately that we 
have fet up for a Sett, and have brought our No- 
tions into fuch a method and confiftency : For Men 
were fo entangled with old Prejudices andPiepofl'ef- 
fions, that it was impoflible for them to get rid of 
them all at once : So that no body has yet given a 
clear and juft Account of our Principles : And 
among Deifts themfelves there is fomeDifagrccmenc 
for want of it; which I hope to remedy in the view 
I (hall now offer you of our whole Do&rine: which 
fomecime or other perhaps I may be perfuaded to 
communicate to the world* 

Seep. I am all Attention, pray begin in what Or- 
der you think fit. 

Deifi. The great Commendation of our Religion 
is, that it is very Plain, and very Short ; noc fo 
long as the Ten Commandments, which our Nurfes 
taught us. 

Seep. The fewer Principles you have, the eafijt 
they are learnt ; and, I hope, they are the eafier kept 
too. 

Deifi. The firft and main Principles of Dcifm are 
thefe two : FMovj Nature ; and do no Man any 
Wrong. 

Seep. Thefe are old Rules which I am pretty well 
acquainted with ; but I expe&ed to hear fomewhae 
of obeying God in the firft. Place, fincc in o:ir Former 
Converfation you allured me chat you was fully per- 
fuaded of the truth of his Being. 

Deifi. To obey God, and to follow Nature, is rhe 
fame thing : For we have; o other way of knowing 
what God hath commanded us to do, but by the 
Inclinations he hath given us: What they prompt 
and difpofe us to, that we may be fure he ord-. r?. 
For he would never have planted fuch Inclinations 
in us, if he had not defign'd that we fhould gratify 
them ; it being utterly inconfiftent with his vVif- 
dom and Goodnefs to give us Appetites and Defires, 
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for no other end but that we (hould check and re* 
drain them. 

Seep. This is good palatable Dodrine, that re- 
lilhes like wholfome Food ; whereas, moft other 
moral Prefcriptions are like Phyfick, which is ufe- 
ful enough fometirac$ ; but to be always taking it, 
is unnatural. Tour other Principle too of doing no 
Wrong, if it be well qualify *d, has no great hard- 
fhip in it. But is all the Virtue and Religion you 
pretend to compriz'd in thefc two Principles ? 

Dtifi. There arc other Rules which we think it 
convenient for men to obfervc ; fuch as, To be true 
to ones Word ; To do nothing that's bafe and mean ; To 
be Civil and Courteous ; Toferve and oblige one's Friend; 
end the like : But the main Foundations of all our 
Morality arethofe two Principles before-mentioned, 
viz. To follow Nature, and to do no Wrong. A Mao, 
that keeps fteadily to thefe Rules, will eafily fee 
what is fie to be done, with relation to all the fub- 
ordinace Confequences of them. 

S*cep. Well, for my part, I am not for increasing 
the 1 • sk of Duty, but I would willingly know th$ 
full extent ot iny Libcrcy, and which are the for- 
bidden Bounds that I am not to pafs. And I am 
afraid, thefe two fiiort Rules that you have given 
jne will not fervemy turn: Fv r I tiOubt very much, 
whether the Liberty allow'd me by the firft Rule 
be fo great, or the Reftraint put upon me by th$ 
fecond be fo ftrift, as the general Expreffions fecm 
to import: But this will appear better upon Exar 
jnination : And therefore, if you pleafe, we will con- 
fider firft in what Senfe, and to what Degree, it is 
proper for us to follow Nature % 

Deili. With all my Heart ; this is a fure Rule, 
and an cafy one j and I think it holds in all Cafes. 

Seep. Here I muft crave leave to differ from you 
at firft fetting out: For tho* it were plain to me in 
$h$ general, that I pught to follow Nature ; yet, 

when 
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when I come to apply this Rule to particular In- 
ftances, I find it no eafy matter to determine what 
I am to do. For I perceive in myfelf feveral ten- 
dencies and Inclinations, all alike natural, and yet 
utterly inconfiftent with one another : So that often- 
times, when I have a mind to one thing, I have 
at the fame time as great a mind to the contrary. 
As for Example; There's an intimate Friend of mine 
who has a very fine Woman to his Wife, and I have 
a ftrong defire to be as well acquainted with her as 
be is; and yet I know, if I (hould fuccced in fuch 
an Attempt, he is fo foolifh as to take it for the 
greateft Unkindnefs and Affront in the World ; anc*, 
I dare fay, he would droop and pine away, and 
never enjoy himfelf again : Now this works upon 
my Nature another way, and makes it very uneafy 
to me to purfue my firft Defire. What muft I do 
in this Cafe ? Which Nature muft I follow ? 

Deift. You muft not injure your Friend to be fure, 
that's a direft breach of our fecond Rule : And 
Adultery we allow to be an injury, that is not to be 
fuffer'd in a Society. Neither is the forbidding 
this any Curb to the natural Inclination at all, be- 
caufe there are Women enough unmarried, and thofc 
as handfom too as any Wives, where you may pick 
and chufe ,• and there's no need of breaking into 
Inclofures, when there's room enough in the com- 
mon Road. 

Seep. Then you allow Fornication to be lawful in 
your Religion. 

Detfi. There can be no harm in that, where Par- 
ties are agreed upon the Point. 

Seep. No ; if you go upon the Notion of Injury 
it may often fo happen, that Adultery fhall be no 
Injury, and Fornication prove a great one. 

Deift. How do you make that out ? 

Seep. Why, may not a Husband be fometimes as 
willing as his Wife? And then if three Parties to a 

Deed 



4# The Principles of Deism 

Deed all con fen t, is not chat the fame thing as two, 
where two only are needful ? 

Deifl. Oh! but there is fomething more in Adul- 
tery than barely deceiving the Husband : There 
may be an Injury done to a Family, the Honour 
of which confifls in a right Succeflion. Then the 
Eftate may go to other Perfons than thofe it was 
email'd upon, and, infiead of the Iffue of his and her 
Body lawfully begotten, a Foreigner may be throwu 
in that claims but of one fide, and that not the prin- 
cipal in the Entail neither. 

Seep. Pugh! that's all Notion and Fancy; Herat- 
dry and Entails are no part of the Law of Nature. 
But what think you if the Breed be mended by the 
Bargain ? Is not a golden Pippin grafted upon a 
Crab-Tree Stock to be preferr d to the genuine Iffue 
of the Crab itfelf ? How many Families do you and 
I know where the Sons had (as John Dryden ob- 
fetves) been Block/ieads ever fince the Con$uef7 y that 
have in this laft Generation put in for the Prize of 
Wit, merely by this kind of Inoculation? 

Deift. It may happen fo in (ome Inftances ; but 
its nectflary for upholding Society to encourage 
Mamage ; and this can never be done, without 
making the Wife matter of Propriety, which a Man 
is to keep to himfelf as much as his Land or Goods, 
pr any thing that he calls his own. 

Seep. Little did I think to hear a Deifl turn Ad- 
vocate for Marriage, when the curfed Confinement of 
One to One is a (landing Topick of Raillery among 
all your Friends. 

Deifl. That's very true : And I mull confefs, that 
fcrmerly 1 have been of Opinion, that there (hould 
be an uncontrolled community of both Sexes; that 
Men and Women fiiould be as free to like and leave 
one another as any other Creatures are: Bat I am 
now convinced, that the condition of Man differs 
fo much from that of other Animals, that fucb a 

Liberty 
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Liberty as this would never do. For the Women arc 
not able, without the afliftance of the Mm> to take 
care of their Children, and provide for them till 
they can fliift for thcmfelves ; and if it were not for 
Marriage, no Man would know which Children 
were his; and^ confequently, there could be no pro- 
per care taken of them ; and no Body would be in- 
duced to marry, but in hopes of keeping what he 
liked to himfelf. Upon which account there ought 
to be a general Prohibition to invade another Man's 
Property; tho' in fome Cafes perhaps it might be 
done without any feeming Injury: But what Right 
is violated, or what Injury done by keeping Com- 
pany with a fingle Woman ? 

Seep. That is as it happens. Sometimes a much 
greater Wrong may be done this way, than in med- 
ling with onother Man's Property, as you call it. 

Dei ft. How fo, I pray ? 

Seep. Til tell you. If Marriage be neccflary ; and 
every married Man has a Right to have his Wife to 
himfelf, it follows from hence, that there's the fame 
Reafon and Neceffity, that all young Women, who 
are bred up to be'Wivcs, (hould before-hand be edu- 
cated with that Moderty and Sobriety, that their 
Husbands may fafely depend upon them afterwards. 
And fincefuch Notions as thefe* prevail in the World, 
whether true or falfe, every (ingle Woman muft 
think it as great an injury to be robb'd of her Ho- 
nour, as a Man does to be robb'd of his Eftnte. 

Dei ft.) A young Woman's Honour is a foolifh No- 
tion, an airy Whim, not worth the mentioning. 

Seep. Ay, but by lofing her Honour fbe often- 
times lofes a Husband too, that would maintain her 
handfomely: She lofes likewife the Refped and 
Kindnefs of thofe of her own Sex, with whom (he 
was acquainted : Then the uneafinefs of the Scan- 
dal (he undergoes, and the defpair of making her 
Fortune in Marriage, engage her in more ill Cour- 
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fes misbecoming her Sex, till at laft (he grows im- 
pudent and common, is leud for Bread, gets a foul 
Diftemper, and dies in a Garret. 

Dei ft. What a fad and lamentable Account you 
have given of the poor Whores ! I did not think you 
had had that mighty Com pa (Hon for them : For my 
part I have none; for who brought them to all this ? 
Did they not follow their own Inclinations ? Did 
any Body force them ? (that I never allow) they 
need not have compl/d at firft, if they did not 
know how to live afterwards. 

Seep. You feem to infift much upon their not be- 
ing forced : But is not the Injury the fame, if a Per- 
fon be wheedled and cajolled out of what he has, 
as if he were robb'd ? Suppofe a Sharper meets with 
a young Squire unacquainted with all the Arts of 
the Town, and under pretences of great Friendflhip 
faflens himfelf upon him, wins his Money either 
by falfe Dice, or great Skill in Play, and works 
himfelf by degrees fo much into his Affedion, as 
to prevail upon him to fign a Deed of Gift to him 
of 1000/. a Year out of his Eftate. 

Deifi. Such a Fellow as that is as great a Rogue 
as one that robbs upon the Highway. 

Seep. Why, the Squire was willing ; he was ne- 
ver forced or heftor'd into any thing. It is the 
fame cafe with an innocent young Woman, who be- 
ing virtuoufly difpofed, 2nd thinking no harm, is 
by long Art and Diffimuhnion, and great Pretences 
to Virtue and Friendfhip, brought to allow a, Man 
a Freedom of Converfation ; thy) by Promifes of 
Marriage, and hopes of a good Eftate, is drawn 
on to Confidence and Affefition ; till at laft in fome 
critical Jundure (he is carried farther than ever (he 
intended or imagin'd. Is not this a downright 
cheating her out of what (he valued highly, with- 
out any valuable confiderationfor it? 

Deifi. 
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Deiii. I mud needs own, that a Man, who cor- 
rupts a Woman firft, may fomctimes do her an in-» 
jury. 

Seep. But you don't do her only an Injury, but 
you wrong her Parents too, and Relations, who 
all take themfelves to be difgraced by her Misbe- 
haviour. Befides, it may coft her Father double 
the Fortune he defign'd to give her to make the 
matter up, and that you'll allow to be an Injury 
fure. Put the cafe your Footman fhpald make free 
with your Daughter. 

Dei&.My Footman touch my Daughter! If the 
deareft Friend I had in the World fliould do it, I'd 
cut his Throat. 

Seep. Look you there: What, for no injury at 
all, when a Man had your Daughter's free Coiv 
fent? 

Deifi. I don't care for that : What are there no 
Women in the World to make Whores of befides 
my Daughter ? 

Seep. Yes, no doubt but there are : But they are 
all Daughters to Some-body or other ; and I can'c 
tell but their Fathers, or Brothers, or Uncles, may 
be difpofed to cut one's Throat as well as you: I 
am fure they have the fame Reafou to do it. 

Deifi. I don't know how thefe foolifh Notions 
come to flick fo with me: But, methinks, I would 
not have my Children take the fame liberty that 
other People's do, and that I have taken rnyfelf. 

Seep. Well, but not to purfue this Subj :<5t any far- 
ther, where I find you Rule of following Nacure 
very much reftrain'd by abfurd Notions of unequal 
Juftice, what think you of other fenfual Indulgen- 
ces where no Body can be wronged ? Such as were 
pra&ifed of old time in Sodom > and now, as well as 
formerly, at Rome; or fuch as Sir J. Denharn writes 
of, as praftifed All in the Land of EJfex. 
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Deifi. Oh unnatural! abominable! Tfoefe' arc 
Crimes not to be talked of: None but a PopifkPfieft, 
whofe Imagination is confin'd to fpeculative Sins, 
could ever make Cafes of thefe things. 

Seep. I own fuch Praftices as thefe are (hocking 
to me that have no guft that way. But I met with 
a Friend of yours the other day, one of you* Se&, 
and a Man of very good Senfe in other refpeds, 
that defended them ; one, that freely confeffed he 
had a general Complaifance for all his Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and thought it as innocent to coaverfe with 
one as with another : For his Rule was, that a 
Man might pleafe himfclf which way he liked beft. 
And I muft acknowledge, that 1 had nothing to 
fay againft his general Principle, tho* I coukl not 
bear his Inftances. 

Deifl. Oh fy: Talk no more on'c, there's n& 
room for Scepticifm here. The cafe is fo fowl, it 
won't take any Colour or VamiJh. 

&ep. I fh-juld eafily be difpofed to quit all nay 
Doubts in this cafe, had not a celebrated Author, 
in great Vogue among you, lately advanced this 
Do&rine; That " provided due care be taken to 
<c continue the Race of Mankind, there is no Mwal 
u Turpitude in any unnatural Lufls whatever* 

Deifi. What profligate Wretch dares talk thus? 
We difown him, we renounce him, we excommuni- 
cate him. If fuch things as thefe are allow 'd, it will 
be as irapoffible to defend Natural Religion as Chri- 
ftianity. 

Seep. Have a care what you fay ; for what 1 tell 
you is dire&ly, and in plain terms, aflerted in the 
Rights of the Church. And for your farther Satif- 
fattion I'll grve you the whole Paifagc * 

Deifi. 
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Dei ft. How ! that's our Bible, our Code, our 
Magna Cbarta. That Book has done us mighty Ser- 
vice in bantering and expofing the Chrifiiau Religion: 
But 'fuch an unlucky Stroke as this may fpoil all. It 
is indeed a very indifcreet Parage, and I can't ima- 
gine how it came there. I know the Gentlemen 
concerned in that Performance ; and I never heard 
any of 'em defend fuch kind of Dodrine as this : 
Jt muft have been foifted in by the Secretary to the 
Club. He is a little too wicked for us, and is for 
precipitating Matters before they are ripe; before 
the Minds of People are duly prepared to receive 
them. But no more of this abominable Stuff, I be* 
feech you. 

Seep. Well then we'll pafs to a more innocent Plea- 
furs. What think you of the Joys of brisk Wine ? 
There's no harm in a chearful Bottle, fure. 

Deift. There I am tor you. The Pleafures of eat- 
ing and drinking are very natural ; and I think them 
the inoft fubftantial Pleafures of Life, 

Seep. But with the Bounds of Temperance, I 
hope. 

Deift. Why, if a Man fhould go farther, there's 
no wrong done to any Body. If a Man fhould lay 
by his Reafon for a while, and forget himfelf, it is 
no more than taking a Nap. 

Seep. Ay, but you feem to have a regard for So- 
ciety. Do you think thefe eating drinking Fellows 
the fitted to ferve the Publick ? 

Drift. A Man muft take care to be fober in the 
Council, and in the Parliament. And when he has 
any great Bufinefs to do, he muft be more fparing 
in his Diet than at other times. 



to preferve one's own Being; and on Come Confidcrations greater j fince 
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Seep. But if a Man has not got the Habit of So- 
briety, he'll be hankering after a Bottle, when he 
(hould be employ 'd about other Affairs. There are 
not many Inftances (tho' fome there are) of Men 
that could make their Bufinefs and their Plcafure 
Confident. 

Dei ft. What if there were none ? There arc plod- 
ding Fellows enow to be found that love Bufinefs 
for Bufinefs fake; fuch as don't relifh the Pleafures 
of Wit, and Wine, and fine Converfation ; let them 
do the Drudgery of the World, 

Seep. That's very hard indeed, that you can't en- 
joy the Pleafures ordained for you by Nature, ex- 
cept fome People fhould be fo odly made as to re- 
pounce them, to fecure your Enjoyment. 

DeiR. Nature has order'd it very wifely, that all 
Men s Pieafures (hould not lie the fame way. 

Scfp. Upon the upfhot then I find, that your Rule 
of following Nature is fo crampt and clogg'd, and 
of fuch uncertain Dire&ion, that it is as good as no 
Rule, at all. Let us now confider your other main 
Principle, of doing no Wrong. 

Dei ft. Jufiice is the Foundation of all Society: 
There's no living together without thisRuie. And 
this I will be bound to maintain; that to be juft, 
and honcft, and fair, and equal in our Dealings with 
one another, is to be truly religious. 

Seep. Thefe things found very finely in the gene- 
ral ; but, when we come to particular Inftances, 
we (hall have you renounce them again, or diftin- 
guifh them away. 

' Deiff. A Deift may be allow'd to plead Frailty, 
as we fee the beft Chrifiians do in fome particular 
Cafes : But then I will not defend the Pra&ice ; I'll 
pwn the Irregularity, and ftand by my Principle. 

Seep. You have not the fame reafon to plead Frailr 
fy th^t a Chriflian has ; becaufe you make all ytyir 
own Rules for your (elf; and to be fure you have 

that 
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that regard for your own Inclinations, as not to 
lay too heavy Burdens upon your f elf : Whereas the 
Chriftian profeffes to obey a Matter in all his Com- 
mands, tho' never fo many, and difficult, and con- 
trary to his Inclinations. Bur, to wave that Re- 
flection, I dare engage I fliall make you throw up 
every Principle you pretend to, and juftify your 
ading contrary to it in all manner of Inftances. 

Deift. What, do you think I would defend Mur- 
der, and Opprejfion ; Stealing, Cheating, and fuch like 
Villanies as thofe ? 

Seep. Ay marry do I. 

Deift. I am forry to find you have fo vile an 
Opinion of me. 

Seep. If I prove my Point, then I hare no worfe 
opinion of you than you have of your felf : And if 
I do not, I promife to think as worthily of you as 
you can defire or exped. 

Deifi. Well then, let's hear my Charge ; and be- 
gin with Murder. 

Seep. Or rather, if you pleafe, killing of Men : For 
the Word Murder is by Cuftom grown fo harfh a 
Sound, that Men are apt to ftartle at the Word, 
tho* not at the thing : If therefore I can prove to 
you, that you allow Men to kill one another, that's 
fufficicnt to make good the Indidment. 

Deifl. How do you mean? one Man may kill 
another in his own Defence; or a Magiilrate may 
put a Man to Death for Crimes againft the State ; 
or a Soldier may kill an Enemy in defence of his 
Country. Thefe things I allow indeed, as all the 
World does ; but I know of no other Cafes where 
it is lawful to kill. 

Seep. This is all felf-prefervation. But are there 
no other Cafes where you will grant killing to be 
no Murder ? What think you of the King of France, 
yirho has facrifie'd fo many thoufand Lives to his 
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Glory ? Is not this juft and right, and every way 
agreeable to his princely Grandeur? 

Dei ft. He is a barbarous Tyrant. 

Seep. I know you Deifis have no great Kmdneft 
for Kings: But you will find that allthofc A&ions, 
which you are pieafed to term barbarous, are let 
forth under different Chara&ers by the beft Wits of 
the Age. And, if it had not been for Conquerors 
and Vi&ories, we had loft fome of the nobltft Pat- 
terns of Writing now extant. 

Deifi. This is grofs Flattery, fit for none but 
Poets and penfionary Hiftorians. 

Seep. Well, but as bad an Opinion as you have 
of thefe fighting Princes, fuppofing you could not 
tell how to live handfomely at Home, would not 
you accept of a Comraiflion in the French Ring's 
Army ? 

Deiff, A Man, that defigns to fervc his: Country, 
muft learn the Art of War fome where or other. 

Seep. Ay, but confider what you are to do before 
you are Mafter of your Trade : You muft murder, 
burn, deftroy, &c. without any regard to Places or 
Perfons. 

Deifi. In an Army a Man muft obey his fuperior 
Officers ; there's no help for that. 

Seep. I fee then upon occafion you can kill Men 
to {erve other People's Ambition or Intereft; and 
why not for your own ? Do you know of no Body 
at Home that you could get an Eftatc by, if he 
were difpatch'd out of the way. 

Deift. You make my Blood chill to hear you talk 
fo. 

Seep. What, troubled with Qualms of Confcienccl 
Frighted with Bug- bear Words ! Can you without 
any fcruple burn a Town in Germany, and put all 
the Inhabitants to the Swprd, only for a Captain's 
Pay ; nay, can you make a profeffion of Murdering 
at the word of Command, and yet boggle at get- 
ting 
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ting & good Eftate by the Death of but one fingle 
Perfon, when laying him alide will make you eafy 
ioi your fortunes* andi put you above the neceffity 
o£ crer- murtfaering any Body elfe* 

- Drift. But to kill & Man in cold Blood, treachc- 
nmfly, and without Rcfiftance, that I can nevet 
bear. / 

Seep* Cold, or hot Blood, fairly or not fairly, it is 
all one. to the Perfon who is to be kill'd. But i£ 
you axe fo nice as to the manner of fending a Fel- 
low out of the World, why don't you challenge 
your elder Brother to fight with you fairly ? YomI 
make, no fctuple of Duelling) I hope ? 

Deifit. No, Sin, if a Man affronts me, I (hall de- 
mand the Satisfa&ion of a Gentleman ; but my Bro- 
ther never injur'd me in his Life. 
. .Seep. Never injur'd you ! What is keeping a good 
Eftatc from you no Injury ? Bcfides, it would be 
mare for the advantage of the Publick, that you 
fhould have the Eftate than he ; a fneaking, bookifh, 
mufly, virtuous. Coxcomb. 

Deifi. That may be, but I don't know how td 
adjuft this to the Rules of Honour agreed upon 
among Gentlemen. If a Man gives me the Lie, 
jofUes me in the Streets, twirls my Hat, or the like, 
this is juft caufe of Challenge ; but to fight a Man 
for no other Reafon, but becaufe he was born be- 
fore me, is without any precedent. 

Seep. The. Rules of Honour in Duelling are juft 
like the Laws of Publick War: That is, you may 
murder who you will, either fingly, or in Troops, 
if you can but get a good Party in the World to 
vote it fair. But this is nothing at all to the Rea- 
fon of the thing. For my part I take it to be full 
out as reafonable to murder a Man privately, as in 
the open Field ; in his own Houfe, as behind Mnin- 
tague-Houfe, 

bem. 
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Drift. I proteft you are fo wicked, I can't keep 
you Company. 

Seep. It is not I that am fo wicked ; but I am 
(hewing you how wicked you ought to be by your 
own Principles. Vratz, and JBoroski underftood the 
bufinefs of Fighting as well as you, and they thought 
it no Crime to (hoot a Man in his Coach, without 
Warning. The one faid he was a Gentleman and 
ferv'd his Friend ; and he knew that God had a re- 
gard for Gentlemen. The other took it to be a firf* 
ficient Warrant for what he did, that his Mafter 
bid him. And as good Rcafons as thefe may no 
doubt be given for any other Murder whatfoever. 

Deifl. Thefe were ftrange Fellows that came out 
of a barbarous Country. 

Seep. I'll put you another cafe that happen'd late- 
ly in this Polite Part of the World. Two Gentle- 
men of the Town had pretty Fortunes between 
them. Both together were enough for one, but 
divided, made two miferablc. They were great 
Friends, and they fettled what they had upon one 
another, in cafe of any Accident. One of them 
being Sick, the other, who was always with him, 
put fuch a Dofe of Opium into his Drink, that he 
never waked more ; by which means the fick Man 
was rid of an uneafy Life, and the Survivor was 
made to live comfortably. And what harm is there 
in all this ? 

Dtift. I am Hart led to here of fuch foul Pa- 
Sices. 

Seep. Startled at this! Believe me,' I was not at 
all fiiock'd, when a Gentleman own'd tome abroad, 
that he had poifon'd his Father. 

Drift. Oh Inhuman, and Unnatural! No more 
of this kind for God's fake. 

Seep. You cry out now before you know the Cafe: 
Why the old Man was done ; Life was grown in- 
fipid, and troubkfomc to him ; and he might have 

lingered 
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linger'd out a great while longer, and kept his Son 
out of an Eftate which he could not enjoy himfelf. 
And what has a Dei ft to fay againft this ? Is not 
this more reafonable in itfelf,- and is not there lefs 
Injury done, than in murdering a great many Men 
for Pay ; or in killing one's Friend in the vigour of 
his Youth, for placing a Word or a Look wrong? 
Deift. But every thing of this kind has a horri- 
ble appearance to the World : And Men would be 
apt to pufti their Intereft and Revenge too far, 
were fuch things as thefe allow'd, or conniv'd at. 

Step. Don't tell me of the World; I am to confult 
Nature and Reafon only, without regarding the 
World. Befides, you know there are fome Coun- 
tries, where it was a general approved Cuftom for 
Children to kill their Parents at fuch an Age. Nay 
further, by your Principle of following Nature and 
Inclination, I can't fee, why a Man, that finds a 
pleafure in killing, fhould not purfue it as well as 
any other. 

Dei ft. Find a pleafure in killing Men ! there are 
no fuch Monfters in the World, fure. 

Seep. What do you mean by Monfters ? I believe 
you would be puzzled to give a Reafon, why that 
may not be as natural a Pleafure as any other, tho' 
perhaps you don'c find any thing in your Confti- 
tution leading that way. 

Deift. If this be following Nature, Til renounce 
my Principle, and turn Chriftian. 

Seep. Have a care of refolving too haftily, for 
fear I fhould prove to you, that a Man may be as 
[trongly inclined to murder, as to do any thing elfe 
which is known to be agreeable to him. 
Deift. Which way can you prove that ? 
Seep. Do you think that Wolves, and Bears, and 
Tygersy have any fuch Inclinations in them ? 
Deift. There's no doubt on'c ? 

H^j/ Seep. 
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Seep. And has not my Friend Hobbs aflcfted and 
maintained, that Men are of the fame Savage Dif- 
pofitions that thofe Beads are ? 

Deift. I have no value for Hobbs's Opinion in this 
Matter : He happen d to have a timorous Nature 
of his own, and fo he reprefented every thing elfc 
more terrible than it was in icfelf. 

Seep. But have not you your felf obferv'd, that 
the generality of Mankind are pteas'd with cruel 
Sports, where fome Creature or other is to be 
killed, or at lead miferably maui'd? Now, if 
they were not diverted this way, and reftrain'4 
by Laws, they would very probably take mors 
pleafure in worrying and deftroying one another, 
than in Hunting and Baiting any other Crea- 
tures. 

Deift. There is no reafon to imagine fo. 

Seep. You fee that plainly by arbitrary Polices, 
whd are above all Laws; nine in ten of whom de- 
light in Cruelty; and are Tyrants purely from their 
"Diverfion; as Phalaris, and Dionyfius of old; and 
the Czars of Mofcovy, and Emperors of Morocco in our 
days. ■ ' 

Deift. Such an unlimited unaccountable Power 
does often tempt Men to an extravagant exercife of 
it. But private Men have no fuch Inclinations. 

Seep. Yes, but they have, only they are darapt .and 
reftrain'd by the fe&r of hanging. I knew a Man 
of your Sed, that looked Upon Killing and Slaying 
as the greateft Pleafure in the World. Wreftling 
and Boxing ferv'd his turn when he was a Boy. At 
Eighteen Duelling was his chief Recreation: So that, 
when he was not engag'd in any Quarrels of his 
own, he would lay out to be any Body's Second 
that wanted one. 

Deift.. This was a ftrange quarrelforae Fellow in- 
deed. 



Seep. 
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Seep. Whch the War broke out, he immediately 
tentered into the Service, and all the while the War 
lafted he was very eafy - y but after a twelve Month's 
Peace he grew unruly again, and would fain have 
been ridding the Nation of a great many ufelefs 
go6d-for-nothing Fellows ('as his ufiial Phrafe for 
Killing was ) only he could not bear fuch a filly 
fneakirig Death as Hanging ; and fo he contented 
himfelf with beating Conllables and Watchmen ; 
kicking Drawers down Stairs; and fuch-like little 
Diverfibns. 

Deift. If fuch abominable Liberties as thefe were 
fuffcred, there Could be no fuch thing as Govern* 
fnent or Society. 

Seep. I told him fo s but he faid he did not care 
whether there were or not ; Mankind might dis- 
band as foon as they pleas'd ; he did not doubt but 
he fhould be able to make his Party good in a 
ftate of Nature ; and if there were a new Shuffle, 
he fhould have a good chance to be King, And in- 
deed he was a very ftrong lufty Fellow, of great 
Natural Courage. 

Deift. For my part, I have no Notion of fuch an 
odd fort of Inclination as this? 

Seep. I know you had rather be planting youttg 
Trees, than cutting down old Timber. But the 
Inclinations of Men are very different ; and there's 
no teafon to be given, why one Inclination may not 
be gratify 'd as well as another. I take Covetoufnefs 
to be as unnatural as Cruelty, Beftiality, or any thing 
elfe you can name; and I can'c for my Life find 
where the Pleafure of it lies: But would nor you al- 
low a Man to be covetous, if he has a mind to it ? 

Deift . With all my Heart, provided de does noc 
cheat me, or prey upon my Eftate to fatisfy his 
Appetite, 

Seep. Then he may fqueeze, or opprefs any Body 
elfe it feems. 

H 2 Deift. 
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Dei ft. I don't fay that neither: For care ought 
to be taken in a Society, that no Man rob, or cozen 
another. 

Seep. What is it never lawful for a Man upon any 
occafion to make his Advantage of another ? Have 
a care of being too general ; I (hall find out Cafes 
where you will not be fo firait-lac'd. 

Dei ft. Cheating, and Stealing, are fuch bafe disho- 
nourable Vices, that there are none of our way but 
fcorn to be guilty of them. 

Seep. You mean nothing by this now, but break- 
ing up Houfes, and picking of Pockets, and fuch- 
like things as a Man is to be hang'd or pillory 'd 
for : That is, it is a bafe difhonourable thing to 
fwing upon a Gallows, or to peep through a Pil- 
lory: But Head and Neck fafe, and you'll go as far 
as any Man towards wronging your Neighbour. 

Deifi. This is only a general Charge, a Do&or's- 
Commons Libel, a Chancery Declaration. Let's hear 
how you make it good by Inftances. 

Seep. That I can do very eafily : And in the firft 
Place, what fay you to the Duty of Paying your 
Debts ? Does a Dei ft make any Confcience of that? 

Deifi. Gentlemen muft live like Gentlemen: And 
thofe Tradcfmen are fuch unconfcionable Fellows 
in their Dealings ; that I can't think there's much 
harm done if a Man dies in their Debt. Let them 
look to it who they truft. 

Seep. But are there no Tradcfmen think you of 
your Principles ? And may not they make thetn- 
felves amends for their bad Debts among Deifls, by 
cheating good Chriftians that pay better? 

Deifi. They may make what Gain they can of 
their Goods; that's a certain Rule in Trade: And, 
if People are fuch Fools as to buy too dear, they 
muft be content to pay for their Folly. 

Seep. A very fair way of Reprizals truly. But 
you don't confine the privilege of Cheating to the 

Shops 
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Shops I hope. Suppofe a Gentleman has a Horfe to 
fell, may he not take all the fame ways as a Trades- 
man does to over-reach an ignorant Buyer ? 

Deift. In the matter of Horfes indeed it's an al- 
lowed Maxim among all your Gentlemen-Jockeys, 
of what Quality foever, that they may make the 
beft of a faulty Jade, without any diminution to 
their Honour : But, in all other Bargains with one 
another, they think themfelves obliged to deal up- 
on the fquare, and to pay even their PJay- Debts to 
a Farthing. 

Seep. Gentlemen then are to be true and juft to 
one another, in every thing but Horfes. Taking 
your Rule with this Reftri&ion, what think you of 
having a young Gentleman of a large Eflate com- 
mitted to your truft ? May not you take forae fhare 
of it to your own ufe ? 

Deift. There's no Reafon why a Man fhould have 
the trouble of looking after a young perverfe Rake, 
or Booby, for nothing ; if he finds a good Eftate, 
when he comes to Age, what matter is it whofpenc 
it in the mean time, he or I ? 

Seep. Very well ! and what difference is therebe- 
tween this and robbing upon the Highvjay ? 

Dei ft. Thofe Rogues upon the Highway do things 
with Force and Violence : they put a Man into a 
bodily Fright, and make it dangerous to travel upon 
one's lawful Occafions. 

Seep. There needs be no fright in the Cafe. If 
a Man upon a Black Mare flings his Purfe into a 
Coach, and ftands to the Courtefy of the Travellers 
what they will put into it, what great harm is there 
done ? For my part, I look upon this as the faireft 
way of taking away one's Money, and the moft 
becoming a Gentleman of any : All forts of Cheat- 
ing and Tricking being as much below a Gentleman 
as Begging or Working: And what would you have 
a Gentleman do that is reduced to Want? 

Deift. 



61 The Principles of D £ i s m 

Deift. Cheating I grant you is a very ungentlc- 
inhanlike Practice; but there are a great many ways 
v/hereby a Man may ferve himfelf of other Men* 
without doing any thing that comes under that 
Name : As making fome fmall Prefents of Money 
to Country Burgefles, to eleft* him Member of Par- 
liament ; receiving the like Favours in the Houfe, 
from thofe without Doors, for promoting their Bu- 
finefs there ; getting a Place at Court by fecret Ser- 
vices, and taking all the Perquifites any way be- 
longing to it ; obliging People with courteous Pro- 
mises of ferving them, and making proper Advan- 
tages of their Expe&ations, with many the like me- 
thods. Now this is making a Man's Fortune, 
pulhing his Intereft, raifing his Family ; there's no- 
thing of dirty conzening or cheating in it ; here's 
no forging of Wills * or giving falfe Mortgages^ or any 
thing of that nature, which is downright Roguery 
indeed. 

Seep. I don't fee why a Man may not do the one 
as well as the other ; only that you Gentlemen have 
agreed together to call thefe things by different 
Names, and to fix the different Chara&ers of bafe 
and honourable upon them. Upon this account it. 
is that all Sins don't become; all Men alike, tho* 
they are all equally Juftifiabjc-j-' but forging of Wills 
and Bonds becomes a Country- Attorney > as well a$ 
thofe other, wajs of cheating become a Man of 
Quality. 

Dtift. Wlio (honld make the Laws of Honour, but 
Gentlemen and Perfons of Quality > 

•Seep. Yes, yes, and the Laws ofjufiice too, and 
of Virtue and Vice : That's ic which I would prove 
upon you, that you Deiffs have no Religion or Afc- 
rality, but what you make your fclves ,• and what 
you are continually changing and varying, as you fee 
occafion : For 'i is very plain by all your Difcourfe, 
that you have no certain fixt Rules of living, and 

thac 
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that you are under no Ties or Obligations to do 
any thing but juft what you have a Mind to. 

DeiFl. How's this ? Have not I acquainted you 
with the Rules we go by ? And do not we follow 
them as fiddly as any other Men follow their Rules > 

Seep. You follow your Inclinations indeed ; you 
purfuc fuch things as are agreeable to you, and you 
avoid fuch things as you don't like : But do you 
ever forbear any thing that pleafes, or perform any 
thing that is troqblefome, out of a ikntc of Duty, 
as thinking your felves oblig'd to it in Obedience to 
Gody or in hopes of fome future Recompence; or for 
fear of fome Punifhment to be inflicted after this Life; 
or upon any other Principle, but your prefent Intereft 
pr Convenience in this World ? You fay, that Mur- 
ther, Adultery, and many other Adions, are Crimes, 
which in fome Cafes, at leaft, ought to be forborn 
even by Dzi&s : But even in thele very few Cafes 
of your own making, what is there to check or rc- 
ftrain a Man from offending, when he finds it either 
for his Pleafure, or his Intereft, to commit thofe 
things which you call Sins ? 

Deifl. Many things are in themfelves fo bafe, and 
fcandalous, and inhuman, that the bare Confide- 
ration of the Dignity qf our Nature is fufficicnt to 
preferve us from frhem. 

Seep. This is a pompous Phrafe, which without 
Religion fignifies nothing. Human Nature^ if there 
be no future State, i$ the fillieft, moft irregular, moft 
fantaftical Nature in the Univerfe, The Ufe of Rea- 
fon is ridiculous, and ferves only to prove to us, that 
we are a parcel of poor miferable Wretches, who are 
continually toffed about by foolifh PafTions, and 
amufed with vain Hopes and Dcfigns. And Speech 9 
which diftinguifhes us from the Beads as much as 
our Reafon, ferves us to no other end but to enable 
us to complain : If therefore, with all our boafted 
Perfe&ions, we tnuft die like the Beafts, why fliould 

wc 
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^e not live like them too, and employ all that won- 
derful Sagacity, which you call Reafon, in finding 
out the beft ways we can of fatisfying all our fen- 
fual Appetites, however it may prove to the preju- 
dice or dellru&ion of other Animals, tho' of our own 
kind ? 

Dei ft. Fyc for Shame ! What, defile you own Neft ! 
Have you no greater regard for that noble Crea- 
ture, Man, Lord of the World ? Do you pay no more 
refpeft to the Osfublime, and Eretios Vultus ? What, 
do you reckon Heroes and Philofophers, Wits and fin; 
Thinkers, to be of no higher an O rder of Beings, 
than Lions and Eagles ? 

Seep. No indeed ; neither better nor worfe, except 
they were oblig'd to live by fome other Rules than 
their own Fancy or Humour ; and had fome better 
Profpeft than a Coffin and a Tomb-ftone. Alexan- 
der and Cafar were a couple of ravenous Beafis, or 
Beafts of Prey, that made great Havock in the 
World in their time > AriRotle and Plato were in- 
duftrious Bees, that built Commonwealths like Ho- 
neycombs, to be pull'd down by ftronger Animals : 
'Tiberius and Machiavel were Foxes that laid Traps 
for other Mortals : And what is now become of 
thefe and many more, that were in antient Days 
fo proud, fo valiant, and fo wife ? 

Huddfd in the Dirt, the reasoning Engines lie. 

And there's an end of them, and all their great De- 
figns. 

Deifi. An end of them ! No, they live ftill in the 
Memory of Men. Their Names are recorded with 
Honour; and their great Aftions are preferv'd in 
Books ; and the profped of fuch Glory as this was 
fufficient to excite them to the Performance of no- 
ble Adions. 



Seep. 
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Scep^ The Defoe of Glory after Death is a ridicu- 
lous a^bfurd Principle, arid not half fo rational as 
that of the Bkcb y who think they fliall go into 
their own Country again when they die, to what 
place foever they are carry M Slaves : Fpr they arc 
entertained with the Profpeft of feeling and enjoy- 
ing fomething thetnfelves j whereas tho/e, that court 
the favour of Pofterity, have not fo much as the 
Hopes of being pleas'd with their Succefs, lhould 
all their Wiflies take effe&. 

Deift. At this rate you'll fay, that the Love of ones 
Country is a ridiculous Principle too. 

Seep. And fo I fliall, where a Man has not a cer- 
tain and immediare Profpeft of fcrving himfelf by 
what he does for his Coutftry. This is all Tridk 
and State-craft, the very Mafter-piecc of ail Policy, 
to infpire great Numbers of Men with fuch Notions 
as Ihall make them eafy and contented to be in a 
low and mean Condition themfelves, that a few of 
their Brethren may by that means be enabled to live 
greatly and happily. 

DeiB. Does not every Body fliare in the Happinefs 
of that Society of which he is a Member? 

Seep. Pray what (hare have the Peafants of France 
in all the Glory and Happinefs of their grand Mo- 
narch ? And what do the Subje&s of the Cz,ar get 
by all his Battels? What Portion or degree of Satif- 
fa<5tion is allotted to thofe vaft Numbers of People 
that labour in the Mines, and in the Gallies? But, 
waving all extraordinary Inftances, the far greateft 
part of every Society are poor miferable Creatures, 
that endure abundance of Trouble and Pains, and 
work Night and Day only to keep Body and Soul 
together, which had much better p£rt, it* they had 
any of them the Courage to cut the Knot : And no 
Reafon can be given, why they fhould bear the Life 
they are in, but that they know no better, and are 
afraid of being worfe. 

' I Deijll 
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Deifl. There mud be different Orders and Ranks 
of Men in a Society, or elfe it could never fubfift; 
and every Man muft. fubmit to the Condition he is 
born to. 

Seep* That may perhaps be reafonable enough, if 
there was but any time conceivable when it would 
.come to their turn, that are poor and low, to be rich 
and in high place, and to enjoy as much of the 
World as lome of their Brethren npw do : But what 
Reafon is there for any Man to fubmit, and be wil- 
ling to live wretchedly all his Life, merely for the 
fake of other People ? For my part, I thought there 
was a great dpal of good Senfe in what a Tenant 
of mine told me when I was earneft with him for 
my Renr. 

Deifl. What did the Varlet fay ? He did not 
queftion your Right I hope to the Profits of your 
own Eftate. 

Seep. " Pray Sir (fays he) how came you by fuch 

an Eftate, when I have none ? You go to London, 

and the* e you drink, and whore, and game, and 

as foon as your Money*s gone, you come down 

iqto the Country, and fwcar at your poor Te- 

" pants, who labour and toil £p maintain you in 

cc your Extravagancies, when they can hardly get 

" bread for themfelves and their Families : I had a 

Book lent me the other day, which fays we are 

all equal, and have every one of us as much Right 

to what we can get, as any Gentleman of you 

" all. 

Dei&. What are Laws made for, but to force fuch 
ftubborn Fellows to do their Duty ? 

Seep. I threatened him with the Law, and urged 
Religion to him, becaufe I knew he ufed to go to 
Church on Sundays. But his Anfwer was, that 
that was a mere Trick of the Gentlefolks to make 
Religion and Laws, and to threaten poor Men with 
junking and damning, only to make them their 

Slaves^ 
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Slaves ; that for his part he would be a Slave do 
longer, no that he would not; and that he would 
read the Book he had got to his Neighbours next 
Market-day, or day ofEIe&ion for Parliament Men, 
and ftir them up to join with him in bringing all 
things to a Level : That there was an old Parliament 
Colonel lived in his Parifh, who had told him there 
was a Se& of Levellers in his Days, and he hoped to 
raife them again ; for, come what would come, he 
could never be worfe than he was. 

Deifl. This was a notable flirewd Fellow ; h#W 
did you deal with him ? 

Seep. I was fore'd to give him good words, and 
to promife him a better Bargain when his Leafe 
was out : And I treated him with refpeft, and made 
him believe, that a Man of his Parts and Induftry, 
if he behaved himfelf civilly, would certainly come 
to be a Gentleman in time. 

Deift. The truth on't is, there is fome colour in 
what the Fellow faid : Any Man may have reafon 
to take it ill that he has not the fame advantages 
which his Neighbour has : But if all Men ftood upon 
an equal Foot every Body would be poor and mife- 
rable ; and therefore there is a neceffity of framing 
Laws, and executing them very ftri&ly, to make 
People content with their Condition, and to con- 
tribute their endeavours to the Prefervation of the 
Publick. 

Seep Well then : Dimity of Nature, Glory, and 
Rime, and Love of ones Country, have very little ef- 
fect it feems upon the generality of Mankind, whofc 
Souls are too grofs to be moved with fuch Re- 
flections as thefe. Leaving therefore thefe Principles 
to Men of Quality, let's try what force Laws have, 
and whence their Obligation rifes. 

Deift. The Laws of the Land are fuflicient for re- 
gulating our Conduft, without fetching Rules from 
Heaven. 

I 2 Seep. 
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Seep. And do you think that evejry Man isf obli- 
ged to obey the Laws of his Country ? 

Dei ft. Yes fare, or clfe there's an end of air Socie- 
ty. 

Seep. It may be convenient perhaps : But that's 

not the thing ; where's the Authority ? Where's the 
Power to oblige ? Why am I to fubmit my private In- 
tereft to that of the Publick ? Whenevc rour Gover- 
nors aft againft the Publick Goody you Deifts, I know, 
will abfolve me from my Allegiance to them : And 
by the fameReafon, you ought to grant, that when 
the Publick ads againft my private Good> lam no 
longer oblig'd to (land by the Society ,• but am free 
to look after my own Concerns as I fee fit. 

Deift. Governors may be Arbitrary and Unjuft; 
but Laws are the refult of the Wifdom of a Nation, 
and made by our Fore-fathers for the benefit of 
their Pofterity. 

Seep. Why fliould not we be as wife as our Fore- 
fathers ? But if we were not, what has my Father 
or Grandfather to do to make Laws for me? I am 
a Free-born Subjeft of the World, that am to be go- 
verned by my own Laws, as being beft Judge of my 
own Affairs, and moft concerned to provide for my 
own Happinefs. 

Deift. What fay you, if you have your fclf either 
in Pevfon, or by your Reprefentatives, given your 
confent to all the Laws of your Country ? Are you 
not then obliged to conform to them ? 

Step. Yes, fo long as I have a mind to it, or find 
it convenient for me, and no longer. Don't I fay 
in my Family, to day I will have things order'd fo 
and fo; I will dine at One, and go to Bed at Ten, 
&c. and thefe fhall be {landing Rules for my Fami- 
ly ; and yet to Morrow I think fit to change my 
Mind, and give out contrary Laws. When my Fan- 
cy or Humour alters, or my Circumftances are 
changed, I have a Right to alter my way of Living 

accord- 
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accordingly ; and therefore am not to be bound up 
by any former Rules or Laws, tho* they were of 
my own making. 

Deift. Ay, bur Rewards and Punifhments will cure 
the Irregularity of Fancy. 

Seep. As to Reward^ human Laws are very fpa- 
ring of them ; all their Force is owing to Rigour: 
But that makes no change at all in the Realon or 
Obligation of a thing, that I fhall be hang'd if I do 
it, and may have leave to die in my Bed, if I don't ; 
for the Men that make thefe Laws are as fallible 
and humourfome, and as much fubjeft to Error and \ 
Paffion, as I am; and do often make a great many 
abfurd, ridiculous, and unreafonable Laws,- and is 
k fit that I fhould obey them. 

Deiff. Yes, till they are repealed, you muft fub- 
mit, or elfe all things will be in contbfion. 

Seep. How many Laws are there here in England 
which you Deifis think fit to difpenfe with ? Are 
not Duelling, Fornication y Drunkeimefs, &c. forbid 
by our Laws, and Punifhments annexed to the 
Breach of them? 

Deift. Pugh ! Thofe are fmall things, in which 
the Publick fuffers little or nothing. 

Seep. At this rate every Man is Judge what Laws 
are fit to be kept, and what not; and confequently 
every Man will find a Hole to creep out at where- 
evcr it is for his Pleafure or his Inrereft to be relea- 
fed : Whereas, if there be any Obligation in Laws, 
one Law muft oblige as much as another; becaufe 
they have all the fame Sanftion and Authority. 

Deift. Some Laws arc made in terrorent only; 
fome to rcftrain the Infolence of the Vulgar ; and 
fome to prevent a general praftice which might be 
pernicious; whereas a few Tranfgreflbrs do no 
harm. 

Step. If this be your Notion of Laws, it is very 
fit that every Man fhould uoderftand his full Liber- 
ty 
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ty as well as you : For which end the faireft way 
would be, to print fome fuch Declaration as this 
before the Statute-Book : 

" Whereas fuch and fuch Laws arc made for the 
€i Security of the Publick ; that they may be ob- 
" fervd without any undue Reftraint upon theLi- 
<c berty of private Men j It is hereby declar'd, that 
" they are intended to oblige Men only where they 
<e can conveniently keep them, without doing much 
" Violence to their natural Inclinations ; That Men 
<c of Quality and Eftates are and ought to be al- 
cc lowed greater Exemptions than other Perfons ; 
That fuch of them, as can pay their Debts with- 
out diminifhing their Figure, fliould do it ,• and 
that they, which cannot, fhould not beat, or 



cc 
cc 

cc 

" otherwife abufe their Creditors; That no Father 
" fliould be fo cruel as to hinder his Daughter trom 
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playing the Whore, if he finds her ftrongly dif- 
pofed to it ; That no Mafter fliould forbid any 
" 6f his Servants being Drunk, except it be his 
<c Coachman juft before a Journey; That aTradef- 
<c man may allow his Prentices to cheat any Body 
" but himfelf, to whom he is bound by Covenants 
<c to be Honeft for a certain time ; That a Gentle- 
man may murder any Body that he thinks has af- 
fronted him, upon condition he does it openly 
and fairly, &c. notwithftanding any Law, Sta- 
" tute, Decree, or Injun&ion to the contrary : Pro- 
<c vided always that every one take due care that 
<c he be not found out to have committed any thing 
<c contrary to the Statutes contained in the follow- 
" ing Book, fet out by Authoriry, fo as to be con- 
vided thereof by full and legal Evidence : Be- 
caufe, that in all fuch Cafes, for Example fake, the 
Law mult take its courfe, and the Offender rauft 
bear his Misfortune patiently. 
Deijl. It is not fit that every Man fhould know 
wh^t Natural Liberty he has, for then the Multi- 
tude 
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tyde would be too ftrong for their Governors, and 
£11 the artificial Power of Societies would be reni- 
der'd ufelefs. If the Beads knew their own Strength, 
they would never fubrmt to all that Drudgery and 
Hardfhip which Men now put them to. 

Seep. I have often wonder'd, why, an Army of 
Forty Thoufand Men being got together, they 
would chufe rather to fight for thepleafure and ad- 
vantage of other Men, tor Six-pence a day apiece, 
when they might as eafily plunder the whole Na- 
tion, and every, Man of them be Rich : And I don'c 
f$e but they have as good a Right to what they 
ckn get at Home, as in another Country. 
; Deisi. It is becaufe they cannot communicate 
their Defign to one another, and agree upon the 
diethodof executing it time enough before they are 
difcovered, and Difcipline reaches them. Martial 
Law is very ftrift in its Commands, and quick in 
its Punifhments. 

Seep. So it is ordered indeed, both in Armies and 
States, that a few fhould be too hard for a great 
many, becaufe fome are wifer than fome ; and they 
have got the Trick of keeping People under by 
falfe Notions : By preaching up to them Reverence 
to La ws ; Love of one's Country ; Care of Pofierity, and 
the like: By perfuading them that fome Men are by 
Nature greater, and of a fuperior Order and Dig- 
nity than others, to whom there are particular Re- 
fpefts and Submiffions due from the reft of Man- 
kind : And by making a Monfter of a Common- 
wealth, as if it were a perpetual Creature, a Com- 
mon Mother that took care of every Body ; fo that 
every Body fhould find his Account in ferving her 
fome time or other, when not the fortieth Part of 
a Nation gets any thing by all the Services that are 
done for the Society ; the reft being poor defpica- 
ble Wretches, mere Beafts of Burthen, made to do 
Drudgery for their Brethren j who,* if it were not 

for 
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for thefe Impofitions, would every one have as good 
a Chance to be happy, as they. 

Dei ft. Does not the Common Reafon $f Mankind 
agree upon the Neceffity of observing fome certain 
Laws and Rules of Living? And how is it poflible 
for Men to form therafelves into Societies, and dib- 
fift Together without them ? ■ 

Seep. Now we arc come to the Point. Every 
Man muft aft according to Reafon: For this is pro- 
perly following Nature, which was your firft Rule. 
Man is a reafonable Being, and therefore it mull be 
as natural for Man to follow his Reafon, as for Beads 
to be guided by Inftintt. But what Reafon muft 
he follow, his own or other Mens? 

Deifi. Every Man muft judge for hirafelf, that's 
certain. 

Seep. Every Man then muft ad according to his 
own Judgment, muft he not? 

Deifi. There can be no doubt pf that. 

Seep. Then Oliver and MaJfaneUo were right ho- 
ned Men ; and are undefervedly loaded with Re- 
proach, for taking upon them the Government of 
their Countries, when they judged themfelves to be 
the fitteft Perfons for redreffing the Grievances of 
their Times. 

Deifi. They broke thro* all Laws to eftablifli 
their own Power and Intereft. 

Seep. Laws are out of the Difpute now, when we 
are deciding things according to common Reafon, 
which is antecedent to, and above all Law. Did 
not Oliver govern as well, and do as great things 
for the Nation, as any of the Governors he turn'd 
out to make way for himfelf ? Were there not va- 
rious Changes of Government before him, all as il- 
legal one as another ? How came it to pafs then 
that fome obeyed the Agitators, fome the Major-Ge- 
nerals, fome the Rump, and fome Oliver, and ufed 
all the Intereft they had to keep fuch a particular 

Form 
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Form of Government on foot, in oppofition to all 
others ? Was it not becaufe they lik'd one Sett of 
Men better than another ; or becaufe they had a 
better Profpeft of making their Fortunes under one 
than another? Now Oliver wifely confidering the 
great Diftra&ions of the Kingdom, by reafon of 
thefe many Changes, and the Cuftom that had long 
prevailed in this Nation, of having one Perfon at a 
time to rule over them ; and being fully perfuaded 
of his own Abilities to difcharge fuch a Truft, 
he thought it moil for the peace and advantage of 
the Nation, to take upon him to be ProteBur. And 
what if others fliould be of a different Opinion 
from him, and think him miftaken ? Yet fo long as 
he aSed according to the beft Light he had, I don't 
fee what Right any Man has to condemn him. 

DeiFi. There muft be fome common Rules which 
all Men are oblig'd to conform to; or elfe every 
thing will be in confufion : And there are a great 
many fuch, which the wifeft and raoft reafonablc 
Men in all Ages have approv'd and eftablifh'd : And 
what the generality of the beft and wifeft of Men 
have thought reafonable, it would be Prefumption 
and Perverfenefs in others to call in Queftion. 

Seep. But where are thefe wife Men that are to 
be believed upon their own Word ? And what is 
their Authority? Will you take all your Morality 
from Ariftotle and Plato ? Or from Tully, Epitletus, 
or Plutarch ? Or fliall Montague and St. Evremont be 
the Standard Authors? 

Deift. There's no Reafon to believe any Man in- 
tirely upon his own Word; becaufe no Man is in- 
fallible. The Men you have nam'd were great 
Men in their Times, and have made a great many 
wife Reflections, and laid down feveral sood Rules: 
But a Man muft ufe his own Difcretion in chuling 
and applying them to himfelf. 

K Seep. 
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Seep. That is what I fay, and what I would prove 
upon you to be your Principle, and all the Princi- 
ples you have ; that every Man may live juft as he 
fees fit himfelf, and cake what Meafures he himfelf 
pleafes in the Management and Dire&ion of his 
own Conduft, any thing before advane'd or pre- 
tended to notwithftanding. 

Dei ft. That does not follow : Becaufe there are 
no fuch Rules laid down by any Moralift whatfo- 
ever, as will allow a Man fuch an uncontroul'd Li- 
bercy as this. 

Seep. Pray, what difference is there between a 
Man's a&ing as he will himfelf, and chufing what 
Rules he will for himfelf to ad by ? 

Deift. A great deal : For he, that refolves to go 
by a Rule, whatever his Rule be, will find it very 
flrait for him fometimes. 

Seep. But if I jogg on eafily in a broad pleafant 
Road, till I come to a narrow dirty Lane, where 
I am like to be ftuck, what (hall oblige me to go 
flrait on, when there are a great many Gaps open 
for me into dry Grounds ; or it is but breaking a 
Hedge, or leaping a Ditch, to get into better 
Way? 

Deifl. For fuch as thefc are the Laws made, that 
will not be govern'd by the plain Diftates of Rea- 
fon, agreed upon by the wifeft of Mankind. 

Seep. Still harping upon your Laws 1 Why, I tell 
you, the Laws of the Land are of no more Obli- 
gation than the Laws of Plato or TuSy; only that 
a Company of People have combined together to 
punifii a Man that breaks them ; and when thofe 
that are to be punifh'd, are ftronger than the Exe- 
cutioners, then the Law-makers are like to come by 
the worft on'c. 

Deift. What, do you make the Laws of a Coun* 
try no more than the Orders of a Company of 
Banditti, or Rapparees ? 

Seep. 
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Sap. Juft fuch, and no other ,• fince in either cafe 
there is no other Authority to inforce Obedience, 
but the Power of the Majority to compel thofe that 
are unwilling, and to punifh thofe that tranfgrefs. 
People that rob in Troops, could never fecure 
themfelves, or their Booty, if they did not agree to 
help one another, to diftribute fairly, and torefufc 
all Rewards for betraying one another. But if fome 
of them had an Opportunity of cheating their Fel- 
lows, without: their knowing it, or had a good 
ProfpeS of getting more by betraying them to the 
State, than by living with them, they were Fools 
if they did not ; tho', if they were caught, they 
muft be content to undergo the Punifhment ap- 
pointed by their Orders. And fo it is in your greater 
Societies ; If a Man could by Mufther, Robbery, 
Fraud, or any other way, advance his Intereft ; or 
if he had a mind to break any other Laws, for his 
Diverfion, he would be to blame not to take the 
occafion, provided it could be done fafely : But if 
he happen'd to be hang'd for venturing, it was on- 
ly ill Luck, and he muft fubmit quietly to what he 
could not help. 

Dei ft. This is running all things into Confufion, 
and making the Condition of Men much worfe than 
that of any other Creatures. 

Seep. And fo indeed it is; If you can provide no 
better for their Happinefs than you do. * 

Dei ft. Well, fince none of my Notions pleafe you, 
pray propofe fome Scheme of your own which you 
think more rational. 

Seep. To give you my Thoughts freely upon this 
Subjed:, without the leaft Prepofleffion ; I muft needs 
fay, that in my prefent Opinion the Chriflian Mora- 
lity is more reafonable and more effe&ual to all the 
Purpofes of Mankind, than any thing that is fet up 
in its room, whether it were revealed to the World 
in that manner as is pretended, or not. 

K 2 Delft: 
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Deift. If you confider the Morality only of the 
Chnftian Religion, it is, I confefs, a good Colle&ion 
of Precepts, and may be as ufeful to be confider'd, 
as any other Syftem of that kind ; tho* a great deal 
of it I take to be Impracticable, and not well ad- 
jufted to tjumun Nature. 

Seep. But, beiides that this appears to be in it 
felf the fulleit and moft perfeft Syftem of Moral 
Rules for the Dire&ion of Mankind, *. it is further 
pretended, that it came from God ,• whom you, as 
well as the Chriftians, look upon to be the Former 
of Mankind, and to be infallible : And if fo, he 
muft be allowed to have the beft Right to prefcribe 
to Men, and to know beft what Rules are fit for 
them to obferve. 

Deift. If there were any fuch thing as Divine Re* 
velation, you argue juftly. 

Seep. Then thefe Rules are infore'd by fuch vaft 
Rewards as cannot be refufed -, and fuch dreadful 
Punifliments as cannot be either refitted, or en^ 
dured. 

Deift. Still you proceed upon a Suppofition, That 
all thefe Moral Precepts, delivered in the Scriptures, 
were revealed by God. 

Seep. No but I don't : For revealed, or not revealed, 
if it were but throughly and heartily believ'd, that 
they came from God, they muft needs make ftronger 
Impreffions upon Men's Minds than any other 
Laws or Rules pofpbly could, whatever Opinion 
they might have, either of the Wifdom of the Law- 
givers, or the reafonablenefs of the Laws themfclvcs : 
Becaufe it is impoffible for any. of us to have that 
Opinion of the Wifdom and Power of Mat, as 
Chriftians have of the Wifdom and Power of God: 
Nor can there be fnch Obje&s of Hope and Fear 
proposal by human Governors, as their Heaven and 
ILll. 

PeifF. 
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Dei ft. The Chriftian Rules, are, I grant you, in 
the main, good Rules of Life; but it is not reckoned 
fufficient to believe them to be good and ufeful, ex- 
cept likewife we exprefly own, that they were re- 
vealed immediately by God. 

Seep. This is it that gives them all their Authori- 
ty and Effeft: Otherwife, as good and ufeful as 
they arc allowed to be, every Man would be oppo- 
fing his own Judgment, and would chufe and rejeft 
what he faw fit in his own CotiduQ:. But, if you 
believe that God revealed them, you mud take them 
all together, and endeavour to conform to them all 
alike, whatever Pride or Luft faid to the contrary, 

Deift. Perhaps it might be well to have fuch an 
Opinion as this prevail, with regard to the Morality 
of the Scriptures, if we were not required to believe 
all that is told us there about Heaven and Hell, and 
a Refurrettion s which are things we have no notion 
of. 

Seep. If thefe things were not firmly believed, the 
Laws and Precepts you talk of, tho* granted to come 
from God himfelf, would fignify nothing : For Laws 
that are made to reftrain the unruly Appetites and 
Inclinations of Men, withoiit exceeding great Pe- 
nalties annexed to the Breach of them, would ne- 
ver be kept, whatever Wifdom or Expedience there 
might otherwife feem to be in them. 

Deift. There may be fome Reafon for that too. 
But, befides all this, we cannot admit the Chriftian 
Religion, without believing alfo a great many ftrange 
Matters of Fad, which appear to us either Impof- 
(ible or Abfurd. 

Seep. Without allowing thefe Fa&s to be true, 
there can be no fufficient inducement to any Man 
to believe that thofe Laws were really given by 
God : Becaufe, whoever pretends to reveal things 
from Heaven, muft convince Mankind that God fent 
him ? by doing fuch Works as none but God could 

do ; 
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do ; otherwife what he fays will have no more 
Weight or Authority in it, than if Tully or Epiftetus 
had faid it. 

Deifl. What turn'd CM&ian after all ! this is go- 
ing beyond me. 

Seep. No, I am not yet turn'd : But if ever I 
could be fixt in any Opinion at all ; if I could be 
certain only of this one thing, That there was a 
God; I fhould as certainly embrace Chriftianity : 
Becaufe all other Pretences, that come fliort of this, 
are either vain idle Speculations, or mere Covers 
and Excufes for Libertinifm : And there's not a jot 
more of Religion in Deifm than there is in Atheifm. 

Deift. How then ! do you take me for an Atbeiff 
at laft ? 

Seep. Neither better nor worfe in good truth : For 
all the ufe you make of God is either to furnifhout 
an Hypothefis, or to avoid the odious imputation 
of Atheifm ; or in order to make your Approaches 
the better for attacking the Chriftian Religion. For, 
in all the Difcourfelhave had with you about Mo- 
rality and Religion, you have faid nothing at all of 
the Obligation of obeying God, or knowing the Laws 
he has given you , or of believing a Future State. 

Deifl. Thofe things that are pernicious to human 
Society, fuch as Malice, Cruelty, Beftiality, and the 
like, I do believe, are difpleafing to God j and that 
Perfons, who are guilty of fuch fcandalous Things 
as their own natural abhorrence of them tells them 
are Crimes that ought to be avoided, may, proba- 
bly, fuffer foitiething hereafter, upon that account, 
by being confin'd to fome worfe Planet than this 
Earth ; or fome other way, as that Great, but mer- 
ciful Being, God, fhall fee fit. 

Seep. Very well, you own a God ; but you'll have 
the making the Laws, and the Penalties for him. 
What you find no Inclination to in your felf, that 
you are pleas'd to allow to be wicked and punifh- 

able, 



